5th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


02/06/2022

The glory and majesty, depicted in our first reading from Isaiah, matches the unexpected catch of fish in our Gospel story from Luke.  The splendor displayed by both, however, are mere trappings.  In fact, the message highlighted by all three of our readings is the same.  It involves knowing that God flows through each of us and that we are all connected.  God is relational.
     Isaiah is the first to arrive at the awareness of God flowing through him.  He speaks of himself, in our first reading, as one who is unclean, separate, and unworthy to be in God's presence.  Yet, he finds himself not separate but in God’s presence. Once he receives the burning ember, a symbol of God flowing through him, he responds to God’s invitation and consciously lives in the flow of God.  No longer is Isaiah’s concern about his purity and worthiness.  His eyes open to see the immensity of God’s openness.  All are invited.  All are welcome.  No one is separate.

When we live in our ego (Edging God Out), because we think that we are separate, we have to re-create ourselves each day.  We are overly concerned about our reputation, our successes, and our need to please other people.  Most often, our emphasis on purity and worthiness express themselves in these concerns.  Our successes and our rejection of others bring us satisfaction, but the satisfaction is momentary and then we have to begin again.  The feelings that make us think that we have to prove ourselves, succeed, and protect our reputation never completely go away.


The ember in our first reading is the prophet experiencing the infinite dwelling in his limited and finite body.  He (for a moment) stops ‘edging God out’, and experiences God flowing through him.  We sometimes speak of this experience as a calling and then a sending.  Calling and sending are never separate from each other.
     Paul relates the story of his experience in our second reading.  He speaks of himself as one who lived in a very limited and separated view of God.  Religion was his God.  He was living in egoic religion that rigidity limited his view.  God, however, captures Paul’s attention by opening his eyes to see that God rejects no one, God includes everyone, and Paul’s life transforms as he experiences God flowing through him to everyone.  Paul comes to see, as a result, God dwelling in all people and all of creation.  No one and no thing are separate from each other or God.  He feels an urge to share with others to help them see what he sees.
     When Jesus asks the men who are fishing to leave the shore and drop their nets, they hesitate.  They are weary from unsuccessfully fishing the better part of the night.  The unexpected catch, however, captures their attention.  It will take more than a year for the disciples of Jesus to experience the infinite flowing through their finite bodies… even then they struggle to accept the infinite breath of God.  They want to limit who can be included.


Each reading offers us examples of what God desires us to experience and how easy and how difficult it is for us accept.  Our experience of God flowing through us, and everything changes us, and change is rarely easy.  One change is that we stop thinking in terms of individual salvation or limit ourselves to me-and-God thinking.  We experience instead an infinitely inclusive connection that links all of creation as God flows through us.  No one and no thing are separate.
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