5th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)
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Many years ago, a group of salesmen go to a regional sales convention in Chicago.  They assure their wives that they will be home in plenty of time for Friday's dinner.  One thing leads to another and the convention runs overtime, so the men have to race to the airport, tickets in hand.  As they run through the terminal, one man inadvertently kicks over a table supporting a merchandise.  They, without stopping, all reach the plane in time and board it with a sigh of relief.  That is, all but one.

One doesn’t reach the airplane on time because he pauses and experiences a twinge of compassion for the girl whose stand had been overturned.  He waves goodbye to his companions and returns to the terminal.  When he arrives, is glad he that did.  The young lady tending the table is blind.

The salesman gathers up the merchandise and notices that several of them are battered and bruised.  He reaches into his wallet and says to young lady, ‘Please take this ten dollars for the damage we did.’
As he begins to walk away, the bewildered young lady calls out to him, ‘Are you Jesus?’
We discover in today’s Gospel story from Matthew that Jesus using two examples.  The first concerns salt.  Jesus asks: ‘But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?’  The obvious answer is: ‘Nothing.’  If salt loses its taste, it is because it is no longer salt.  The chemistry, that makes it salt, changes.

The second example concerns light.  By its nature, light can’t be hidden or it stops being light.  Even on the cloudiest day, light filters through the covering.
Though the examples are imperfect, they offer us an insight into who we are.  We are lovingly created in the Divine image.  We share Divine DNA.  We can’t stop being lovingly created in the Divine image (just like salt can’t stop being salt, and light can’t stop being light).  We can however, choose to deny (usually unconsciously) that we are lovingly created in the Divine image (we taste salty, but we deny that we are salt).

What purpose does this denial serve?  Our denial allows the creation of our ego/separate self.  Our ego/separate self – ironically – is readily accepted by the Divine, but not in the way that we might think.  The Divine knows that our ego/separate self is limited and finite, and will look for happiness in places and situations that can’t provide us with lasting happiness.  Our ego/separate self then can offer us opportunities to fail, and failure can be our best friend.
When failure catches our attention, we can, like the salesman in our opening story, suddenly discover that our failure isn’t our enemy to be gotten rid of.  Rather, our failure is our friend who helps us become aware that we are, and can’t be anyone else, than the person who God lovingly creates.
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