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Little Danny O'Brien, a fine Catholic lad, is out looking for trouble. He trips people on the street, throws bricks through windows, smacks folks on the head and generally causes mischief until a passing police officer stops him.

The officer bellows, ‘What's going on here?’ 

Danny winks at the officer and says. ‘It's like this officer.  I am on my way to confession...and I'm a little short on material.’

I suspect that many of us know people who cannot see that they can and do make mistakes, are careless and uncaring, or in other ways prevent God’s love from flowing through them.  They never apologize because it is always someone else’s fault.  They literally can’t see themselves any other way because to admit fault will collapse their very small closed world.  This is sad, but true.


Everything must be dramatic, the best, the greatest!  The words of Jesus in today’s Gospel from John does not make sense, especially to those who live in a very small and closed world!  How can we die and not be defeated?  The words of Jesus are counter-intuitive and mean that we are created by God to be open rather than closed.  Maybe it is for this reason that those who live in a closed world in which they carefully guard their parameters, making sure that all conform to their way of thinking, don’t understand Jesus.  They, instead, interpret the message of Jesus to fit their point-of-view.  Discipline and sacrifice are usually paramount in their closed minded system, and love with its receptive openness is ignored or dismissed.


Yet, Jesus doesn’t speak about us doing things for God.  Rather, he speaks of God doing for us; flowing through us.  One – our doing for God – demands that we remain closed. The other – God doing for us – invites us to be open so that God flows through us.  One – our doing for God – insures that God is limited even as we use words like almighty, omniscient, and all-powerful.  The other – God doing for us – frees us to bow in worship before the infinity and vulnerability of God who is beyond us and dwelling with us.  One – our doing for God – makes God’s love for us conditional.  The other – God doing for us – surprises us when we experience God’s love being given indiscriminately.  One – our doing for God – evokes fear and we keep everything on a business level in which all is bought and sold.  The other – God doing for us – causes love to well up within us and we discover that we live on a personal level in which sharing is mutual because we trust.  One – our doing for God – makes us pre-occupied for ourselves and our individual needs.  The other – God doing for us – helps us lose ourselves in the relationship that exists between ourselves and others.

Our doing for God results in what we feel are controllable business transactions, rewards and punishments.  Mass, for example, is an obligation that when fulfilled, earns us heaven; and when not fulfilled earns us hell.  God doing for us is personal and beyond our control.  The relationship is our focus, not our individual needs.  Eucharist, in this instance, is a celebration of community that earns us nothing because all is a gift already freely given to everyone.
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