5th Sunday in Lent (B)




03/21/2021
Little Danny O'Brien, a fine Catholic lad, is out looking for trouble. He trips people on the street, throws bricks through windows, smacks folks on the head and generally causes mischief until a passing police officer stops him.

‘What's going on here?’ bellows the officer.
‘It's like this officer,’ winks Danny.  ‘I am on my way to confession...and I'm a little short of material.’

We tend to resist moving from order or the status quo.  Institutions, and keepers of the institution, as well as some individuals, tend to resist more adamantly.  A major way to keep us living the status quo is by having us focus on morality and individual sins.  We, in this way, can maintain nostalgic order by telling our individual sins to a priest who has the authority to make our sins disappear… if we pay the price.  That is, if we fulfill our punishment or penance.  We, in this way, keep disorder – or so we think – at bay and everything stays the same.

Everything, we think, is clear.  Everything is either right or wrong, good or evil.  There is nothing muddled.  We do not have to think, grow, or question.  We do not have to feel any discomfort.  We receive rewards for being obedient to authority, and we receive punishment for being disobedient to authority.  Clarity is most important for this system to work.  Anything muddled, therefore, is most uncomfortable and a threat to the system.  Obedience (mostly without thought) to authority maintains the status quo.

We create clarity by artificially imposing an interpretation that fits our way of thinking.  This – we feel – prevents us from slipping into disorder.  Slipping from order into disorder, however, is the way that God creates the universe and us.  ‘Unless the grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,’ John’s Gospel tells us, ‘it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.’

Order promotes our need to protect what we think we have.  The prophet, Jeremiah, (in our first reading) confronts the Jewish hierarchy and institution who are protecting the status quo.  They are not acting maliciously by protecting the status quo.  Rather, they are acting out of ignorance and blindness.  Both of which develop when we resist slipping into disorder where clarity is muddled.


We need people who can help us to see that our resistance to leaving order causes us to suffer, and does harm to the people around us.   Our efforts to protect the status quo can forestall our slipping into disorder for a time, but not indefinitely.  Nostalgia can give us the illusion that nothing changes, but not indefinitely.  Creation – by God’s design – follows the spiral of order, disorder, and reorder.  Why? Only God knows for sure.  The human experience reveals, however, that somehow love is the reason.  Love never stagnates.  Stagnant love is not love.  It is rather our effort to control people and creation.
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