5th Sunday in Lent (A)




03/29/2020
Three friends are discussing death and one of them asks: ‘What would you like people to say about you at your funeral?’  The first of the friends ruminates: ‘I would like them to say, he was a great humanitarian, who cared about his community.’
The second declares that he would like to hear: ‘He was a great husband and father, who was an example for many to follow.’
The third friend responds, I would like them to say, ‘Look, he’s moving!!’
HEADLINES: MAN IS RESUSCITATED AFTER BEING DEAD FOR FOUR DAYS!  NO STINK!  Such a headline would probably only be found in a tabloid or an episode of Haunted Adventures today.  So why does the Gospel writer tell this story?  There are stories of Jesus resuscitating in the other Gospels, but the Lazarus story is unique to John’s Gospel.  Why?  And why did Jesus, upon hearing Lazarus is ill, wait until he knows that he is dead before he returns to Bethany?

John offers no direct explanation to any of these questions.  If we look at the whole Gospel however, we see that the Lazarus story is one in a series of healing events (the man who is cripple, and the man who is blind are also part of this series) and completes them. Each time Jesus heals (in John’s Gospel) he is opposed.  Yet, Jesus is shown only once, in John’s Gospel, being directly oppositional: when he throws out the salespeople who have their stalls in the Temple area.  Some religious leaders confront him for his actions, but even here Jesus refrains from any further opposition.

We are drawn into oppositional situations at various times of our lives.  Many of us aren’t thrilled by our being drawn into such situations, though some of us seem to thrive on opposition.  The main side effect of opposition is that we are prevented from being open.  Our being oppositional short circuits love from streaming through us.  Our point of view (which is usually a group point of view) is defined and defended (sometimes by our using confusion).

Maybe Jesus doesn’t enter into opposition with others for that reason.  He experiences God as openness and unity in the midst of diversity.  It is – ironically – his choosing not to be oppositional that leads and guides him; and unnerves the religious leaders and the political powers.  So much so, that they must kill him in order to be rid of him.
Why are the religious leaders and political powers unnerved by his choosing not to oppose them?  Because they don’t understand such an approach and it threatens them.  If someone is dead, in their way of thinking, there has to be a stink!
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