5th Sunday in Easter (C)



05/15/2022

As we listen to the Gospel from John this weekend, I suggest that we make note of what the Gospel writer has Jesus say… ‘As I have loved you…you love each other.’ We accept that Jesus is the image of God in human form. Do we also accept that God relates with us as Jesus relates with his disciples (and us)? If we do, another way of saying what Jesus says is, as God surrenders to us, God invites us to surrender to each other. Difficult? Impossible? Yes, to both questions and made easy and possible when we experience God surrendering to us.  God is not separate from us.  God and we are inseparable. 

Experiencing God surrendering to us changes our understanding of what it means to be glorified.  The story about Orville Sash might help us.  
Orville works as the gofer in the lowest reaches of the largest corporation of the world.  His job is to help other people do their jobs.  Often however, he wonders about the floor above his floor.  One day, Orville finds a bug scurrying across the floor.  As lowly clerk, Orville only has power over bugs.  He raises his foot to flatten the helpless speck.  ‘Spare me.’ the bug pleads. 

Surprise leads Orville to spout, ‘A speaking bug?’  ‘Yes,’ says the bug, ‘and if you do not kill me, I will grant you a wish.’  Sparing the bug, Orville announces, ‘I wish to be promoted to the second floor.’ 

‘Granted,’ says the bug.

That very day, Orville marches to the second floor.  Once he arrives, Orville says, ‘I hear footsteps above me.  There must be another floor.’
A higher level, Orville thinks, means higher wages and more power.  The next day, Orville commandeers the third floor job of sales coordinator.  Quickly unsatisfied, he now knows there are other floors, many others, and his hunger for promotions is like kerosene to a flame.  He reaches the 10th floor, then the 20th, the 50th, the 70th. Eventually, Orville sits by the indoor pool on floor 96.  The next day, however, Orville discovers, and it was only by chance, a stairway leading up.  Curious, he scrambles up the stairs and finds himself on the roof.  He now believes that he is the highest, the most powerful.  Content, Orville heads back for the stairway.  Just before he reaches the stairway, he sees a boy near the edge of the building with his eyes closed. ‘What are you doing?’ asks Orville.

‘Praying,’ says the little boy. 

‘To whom?’ queries Orville.

The boy answers, pointing a finger skyward, ‘To God.’
Panic grips Orville.  Is there a floor above him?  He cannot see it.  He cannot hear the shuffling of feet.  ‘Do you mean there's an authority above me?’ 
‘Yes,’ says the little boy.

Orville summons the talking bug immediately.  ‘Make me God,’ Orville demands. ‘Put me in the type of position that only God can hold.’ 

Immediately, Orville begins work as a gofer in the basement of the building! 

The glory of God manifests in Jesus in his surrendering to those around him.  His service to others is the power of God.  His work as a gofer in the basement of this world causes him to reach out to outcasts and those who live on the fringe of society: sinners, lepers, and the poor.  His glory is his openness to empower those who are beaten down by those who find power in causing others pain.  Our glory and power is to experience God surrendering to us and then living like Jesus.  The more we experience oneness with God, the more we experience oneness with other people and all of creation.
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