Fifth Sunday in Easter (A)
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Mahatma Gandhi, in his autobiography, wrote that during his student days he read the Gospels seriously and considered converting to Christianity.  He believed that in the teachings of Jesus he could find the solution to the caste system that was dividing the people of India.

So one Sunday he decided to attend services at a nearby church and talk to the minister about becoming a Christian.  When he entered the church, however, the usher refused to give him a seat and suggested that he go worship with his own people.  Gandhi left the church and never returned.  ‘If Christians have caste differences also,’ he said, ‘I might as well remain a Hindu.’
Fears, biases and prejudices insinuate themselves into most our lives.  Some are unknowingly passed onto us by our parents and family members.  Some are developed by our likes and dislikes that drive our lives.  Some come to us through our religion.  Some are a result of the very human reaction to take offense when we hear someone complain.  All are present in our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
It is a lesson that seems to be difficult for us to learn because we keep repeating it time and again.  We hear in our religion, for example, that Jesus comes to create a new church.  Is that true or is it a creation of a bias and prejudice?  History shows us that every newly established grouping – be it political, societal, or religious – thinks that they have created the ideal… and they have for a very short period of time.  Then, that which they identified as the reasons for their creating a new group show themselves in the new group too.  Only, now they are hidden in the animosity that the new group feels toward the old group.
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled….’  Franciscan Father, Richard Rohr tells of his days with a community of young people of which he was a part in Cincinnati, Ohio in the early 1970’s.  They were initially caught-up in the Spirit and even gave themselves an idyllic name: The New Jerusalem.  Then the biases and prejudices that they brought with them began to show themselves.  

It was about this time that a sign appeared over the main entrance of their gathering space.  It was a quote from the eighteen chapter Matthew’s Gospel.  It read: ‘seventy times seven.’  Someone or some ones had arrived at the insight that the only way to see our fears, biases and prejudices was with endless forgiveness… beginning with ourselves and then toward others.  Only this attitude allows us to remain open and allow our hearts not to be troubled.
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