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There is a story about a young man who knows he has a talent.  It is so natural to him that though he makes efforts to keep it secret, others clearly see it.  Repeatedly, he agonizes over the decision to accept offers from those who can train him and refine his talent.  He realizes that if he commercializes his talent that he will become rich.  He also recognizes that his talent will make him famous.  He acknowledges, further, that, most importantly, his talent will help others.  Yet, he continues to vacillate between accepting and not accepting any advice or encouragement to develop his talent.  His hesitancy is simple.  By accepting any offers, advice or encouragement he believes that he will standout and therefore be vulnerable to rejections, abuses and angry reactions.  He has a talent but has no foundation upon which to build.

The lack of foundation also shows in us when we are convinced that we are correct, and no other possibility exists.  This is especially true with religion and nationalism.  When Jesus visits the town of Nazareth, in today’s Gospel story from Luke, he offers a message and a way of living that cause some (possibly many) to gush initially with praise and then gag with irritation.  Competition and comparison necessitate the religious authorities, and other village people, to ‘put Jesus in his place’.  They are convinced that he is nobody special.  They know his parents.  His family is poor and have no power or authority. ‘God,’ they declare, ‘cannot possibly be empowering Jesus.’  We are easily offended when we make religion and nationalism God.  We have no foundation.

Alcoholics Anonymous uses an acronym for the word EGO: Edging God Out.  Ego – our self-created identity – is neither good nor bad, but it has no foundation.  The ego must continually re-make itself.
Jeremiah and Jesus are two examples of people who struggle to accept the offer God makes to them to train them and refine their talents.  The prophet, Jeremiah, immediately attempts to dissuade God by claiming that he is too young.  Later, he angrily accuses God of seducing him.  The dialogue, however, continues.  The prophet experiences a foundation in the relationship God forms with him… in whichever way that he experiences God’s relationship with him.
     Jesus becomes, the Gospels tell us, discouraged and sometimes angry with those who ignore him, are convinced that they are correct and he is wrong and with God whom he feels puts him into these situations.  He questions why he accepts God's offer.  Like Jeremiah, however, he stays in the dialogue that forms a solid foundation.
     Both Jeremiah and Jesus live in a paradox.  They experience a foundation upon which to build, but others (especially religious and political leaders) do not accept them.  They face misunderstanding, threats, mistreatment, and rejections.  Happiness sometimes eludes them.  Success often escapes them.  Fear is a companion.  Remaining in the dialogue is the only thing that keeps them sane.


Ego (Edging God Out) cannot hear and enter the dialogue that God has with us.  Alcoholics Anonymous points us in a positive and helpful direction when they frankly tell us that God does not create us rugged individuals that have to do things on our own.  God creates us for relationships and encourages us to enter a communal dialogue.  This dialogue is a foundation upon which we can build.
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