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The irony of today’s Gospel story from Mark is that Jesus would be seen equally as a threat by Catholicism and the American government as he was by Judaism and the Roman government.  He internalizes authority.  This is most often felt as a threat to any religion or government that emphasizes the necessity of external conformity.  Jesus never stops being a Jew and he doesn’t conform to the considerable pressure to be uniform.
Conformity and uniformity center on the need to control.  The internal authority that Jesus experiences comes from knowing that he is loved.  When we rely primarily upon control, we attempt to have power over others and ourselves.  Love seeks to remain open.  Remaining open is the opposite of controlling and power.
We see this in the Gospel story from Mark.  The man with the ‘unclean spirit’ asks the power question: ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?’  Jesus refuses to enter into a power struggle with the spirit who has caused the man to shut-down.  He seeks instead to remain open and this leads to freedom.
Conformity and uniformity also come into play with the often used interpretation of our second reading from Paul’s first Letter to the Corinthians.  The most popular interpretation of this passage is used to support a particular bias held by some.

The church has long extolled virgins, highlighting the life that chooses not to marry. Marriage, for example, is often not considered a vocation (a calling from God).  Rather, marriage was thought to be (and for many still is) a necessary evil to populate the world.  The ideal way of life (from this point-of-view) is chastity and/or celibacy (virginity).  The Scripture passage that we hear today has been (still is) used to promote this slanted point-of-view.  If we look at Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, however, we will see that Paul is not promoting anti-marriage, or saying that marriage is a hindrance.  Rather, he responding to a question posed to him.  He says clearly that what he writes is HIS OPINION based on his belief that ‘the return of Jesus is imminent.’
Jesus and Paul are Jews and most Jews marry.  Marriage is THE PREEMINENT CALLING of God.  Jesus and Paul (possibly) are the exceptions rather than the rule. It is vitally important when we are reading Scripture (something I encourage everyone to do) to ask for the grace to see our biases, opinions, and points-of-view.  An important hint that we are viewing Scripture from a biased point-of-view is when we attempt to use Scripture to prove a point, or win an argument, or beat someone over the head.

The Scriptures are an important way in which God communicates openly with us…with love.  That is, the Scriptures teach us and empower us to remain open rather than closing ourselves in order to control others and ourselves.  This is the internal authority that Jesus demonstrates for us.
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