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When I was in my early 40’s, I was playing basketball and as I was making a jump-shot, my Achilles tendon ruptured.  After the tendon was surgically repaired, my leg was placed in a cast.  Crutches were needed for the next eleven weeks.  When the cast was removed, the crutches, I was assured, were no longer needed, but it took me several tentative steps with the crutches before I was willing to put my full weight on the leg.  Once I did, the crutches disappeared.

Our readings this weekend reveal something similar.  The Israelites eventually trust that they are living in God’s promise, and the manna disappears.  Paul invites us to live in Christ, and all fear, competition, comparisons, judgments, and condemnations, he tells us, disappear.  Jesus tells a story in which the father waits patiently for his son to experience that he is son and always will be his beloved son.  As this experience grows within him (that he is son), he leaves behind a misguided dream to find fulfillment in an independent identity.  
When Jesus tells this story (which is only in Luke’s Gospel), his listeners (like the elder son) are scandalized.  Both culturally and religiously, the demand of the son requires immediate expulsion from his family.  That the son receives what he demands requires, it is thought, that the father to be reprimanded or denounced.  Finally, the son can never return because he is no longer family.  The father, in the story, views things differently, and the younger son never stops being son and is always welcome.
Jesus says that God relates with us in this scandalous way.  He affirms that the cast that we wear in which our way of living must use crutches of fear, comparisons, competitions, judgments, condemnations, and earning merits, isn’t meant to remain forever.  It is necessary for a time, but God is always finding ways to heal us.  God knows that we naturally rely upon things until we discover that they are no longer needed.  
Sometimes the way that we come to this discovery is by trusting another.  Even then, however, we often need to test to see that what we have been told is true.  Joy erupts in us when we discover that healing has taken place; that we can never stop being family.  This knowledge is absolutely necessary, and it is only the beginning.  The celebration that the father has for his son is vital, and comes to an end.
After I celebrated that I no longer needed a cast and crutches, I then learned that I needed to re-stretch the tendon so that it could fully operate as a tendon is created to operate.  It was a painful process as the tendon resisted the stretching exercises.  Gradually, the tendon resisted less, and after a year, I stopped limping.

Experiencing that we can never stop being bearers of God’s Divine spirit is a celebratory moment.  Once fully experienced, we are then encouraged to be open to the transformation continuing… which is sometimes a painful process.  Ultimately though, we resist less and become more and more the person God creates us to be.
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