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Pat, an emigrant from Ireland, enters a local barroom each day around the same time and orders three beers.  When he drinks the three beers, he gets up and leaves.  This pattern of behavior happens each day for months.  The bartender finally becomes curious and so he asks Pat, ‘Why is it that you come in here and have three beers and then leave?’

Pat explains, ‘I have two brothers in Ireland.  We use to meet after work and have a beer at a local pub.  When I decided to come to America, I told them that I would have a glass of beer for them each day.’

This satisfies the bartender’s curiosity and the pattern continues.  One day Pat comes into the barroom and just as the bartender is about to pour the third glass of beer Pat tells him that he will be drinking two glasses of beer today.  Concerned, the bartender queries Pat if something is wrong with his brothers.  Pat replies, ‘Oh no, they are well, but I gave up beer for Lent.’

Pat is a good example of the way that our religion maintains order.  We follow rules we readily accept without thought.  Many of these rules, however, we, as humans, create.  When I was a child, for example, eating meat on a Friday brought the penalty of condemnation to hell.  The promotion of many similar human rules continues today.  Jesus offers us a different perspective.

Our lives, he says, are a spiral in which order, disorder, and reorder play out repeatedly.  Order feels desirable, and institutions – be they religious or secular – need order for their continued existence.  This impresses upon institutions to protect order whatever the cost.  Order (good in itself) also leads to complacency and stagnation.  (We run out of energy.)  The rules and regulations become more important than people and the relationships that we have with people and creation. Nostalgia and rigidity follow.


When this happens in the universe, disorder happens.  A sun, for example, that runs out of energy first expands, and then implodes, and disorder becomes the norm. The planets that are dependent upon the order created by the sun disintegrate or wander off.  Everything stops being what it was.  Out of this disorder, however, new energy bursts forth and new suns are born with their own order.  Many of these natural cycles happen – on the human level – without our full conscious awareness.  The Scriptures offer us numerous examples of this evolutionary process.


Our first reading from Second Chronicles reveals the Israelites moving to a disordered state.  They have been for a time in an orderly state and they try to protect the status quo.  This leads to stagnation, nostalgia and rigidity.  They run out of energy.  The prophet Jeremiah recognizes the natural process, and urges them to enter disorder so that a restart can happen.


Love urges us to stop living nostalgically – in the past.  Love encourages us to make our focus on God’s indiscriminate love.  The temptation – always present and promoted by people and institutions that refuses disorder – is for us to focus on sins.  Love, however, invites us to trust the cycle… and the One who creates the cycle.
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