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Someone once said to Helen Keller, ‘What a pity you have no sight!’  Keller replied, ‘Yes, but what a pity so many have sight but cannot see!’
Thomas Merton, a monk and author, came to see the connection between God, human life, and creation as it is view through nature.  He would comment on ‘the birds feeding in the wet morning grass,’ and the changing of the sky and seasons.  His eyes were open and he could see that often he was blinded by prejudice, religion, and culture. 
I entered the seminary at age 14 and was considered a model seminarian.  I followed most of the rules.  I was faithful to the scheduled times of prayer.  I obeyed instructions.  I was quiet and polite.  I did most everything required of a seminarian and received praise and encouragement to continue my behavior.
Only later in life did I discovered that the motivation that directed me to be such a model seminarian was not as virtuous as it appeared.  I came to realize that I was a model seminarian because I was afraid not to be a model seminarian.  It served – at the time – as a way to feel good about myself.  It also made me blind to the numerous ways in which I did not love others.
We are not bad people because we are blinded by our need to feel good about ourselves.  The need does require us, however, to be judgmental of others.  We can also have moments in which we doubt our sincerity.  Usually, when we doubt our sincerity, we find a scapegoat that we can belittle.  Somehow, we feel, we can reinforce our sincerity by pointing out the fault – real or imaged – in the other.  Blame – we feel – is always a handy tool.
God relates with us – as is evident in the person of Jesus – in a very different way.  God never blames us, nor does God shame or condemn us: make us scapegoats.  Rather, God shows us our blindness, ‘so that the works of God might be made visible through [us].’  When we experience the ways in which we are blind and the nonjudgmental way in which God relates with us, we in turn are freer to see the blindness in others with more acceptance and love, and less judgment and condemnation.  When we experience love, and especially when we know that we are undeserving of love, transformation happens to us.  We become a conduit – knowingly or unknowingly – of the One who has loved us. 
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