4th Sunday in Lent (A)
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One Sunday in a city of the Midwest a young child is acting up during Mass. The parents do their best to maintain some sense of order in the bench but are losing the battle.  Finally, the father picks the little one up and walks quickly down the aisle on his way out.  Just before reaching the safety of the entryway the little one cries loudly to the congregation, ‘Pray for me!  Pray for me!’
The image portrayed of God, by the comments and understanding of the disciples and the church leaders in today’s Gospel story from John, is one who is vindictive and punishing.  It is not unlike the image that the youngster has of what is going to happen once the entryway is reached.  The man who is blind is accused by the disciples and the church leaders of displeasing God before he is born, and God, in turn, punishes him with blindness! Others offer an alternative: the man’s parents have displeased God, resulting in the man receiving the punishment of blindness.  Jesus rejects, out of hand, any punishment being imposed by God.  He – rather – says that God only heals, and proceeds to heal the man.

The Gospel writer uses this opportunity to use blindness in a different way.  The author implies that those who are so enslaved by institutional religion are blinded by their judgments and condemnations of other people, and are also unable to see that they are resisting and rejecting the loving relationship with God that brings healing.  When we are convinced that we see however, almost nothing can help us experience the very real cause of our blindness: our own prejudice.
Our first reading from the 1st Book of Samuel tells of the prophet fearfully and painfully discovering that God’s choice is often not our choice.  He learns that we are prejudice.  No one of us can see anything or anyone without some amount of prejudice.  Only God can see us with a love that eliminates prejudice.  Yet God’s way of relating with us can also seem to us to be so arbitrary.


We are taught to see by differentiation and comparison.  Jesus offers us a different way of learning to see.  He teaches us to see unity in diversity.  The practice that he suggests is that we learn to love our enemies.  How is this possible?  Humanly speaking, it isn’t possible.  It becomes possible however, when we experience unity in the midst of diversity.  This opens us to experience life not as either/or, but rather as both/and.

Uniformity is the human choice.  This choice however, leads to discrimination, judgment, and condemnation.  It engenders shaming, blaming, and vilifying.  It blinds us to our own need for mercy.  It keeps us in the limited and finite world of taking and giving offense.


Our first reading and our Gospel story invite us to acknowledge the confusion, the anxiety, and the urgent need to decide that rush into our minds.  Then, we are encouraged to release them.  As we release them, each time we release them, we make ourselves available to an openness that experiences God as unity in diversity.  Our blindness is momentarily healed and we can see.  And like the youngster, we know our need and we are open to receive the support of others.
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