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When I was young, I could clearly distinguish in my Mom’s voice when something could wait and when something needed to be done immediately.  When something could wait, the reply came automatically and was quickly forgotten.  When something required immediate attention, it – no matter how much I tried – could not be ignored.

Recognition of this kind is not unique to humans.  Amazingly, animals have an even greater capacity to recognize the voice of their parents.  It is imprinted upon them before they are born.
God does something similar with us.  We too are imprinted at the moment of our conception with the image and voice of God.  It isn’t, however, the only voice and image that imprinted upon us; nor is it the dominant voice and image that we hear and see.  We are also imprinted at conception with a wound that is common to human culture and society.  This wound – which we name Original Sin – has its own voice and image too.
Pope Francis comments somewhere that because it is the dominant voice, we readily hear the voice of society and culture speaking to us.  It is an image that imbues us with a way of living and a set of values that imitate but are not God’s way of life and values.  The way of life and values espoused by society and culture – some of which promote ethics and values that seek to ensure that chaos is kept at bay – are limited, and have us focus – essentially – on what is best for US.

The voice of culture and society demands our immediate attention.  It is a voice that cannot be easily ignored.  It promotes our security, at the expense of other people and creation, our prosperity, at the expense of other people and creation, and our comfort, at the expense of other people and creation.  It is a mantra that is continually repeated that tells us to be concerned only about the present without regard to the future.
The voice and image that God imprints upon us at the moment of our conception isn’t easily heard or seen by us.  We can’t hear or see it when we are succeeding.  Success fills us, makes us rich, and unable to hear the voice of love.  It is when we feel out of control, when we experience the pain of failure, when life happens to us, that we experience poverty and emptiness, and the whisper becomes audible.
The message, expressed by the imprinted voice and image, is always the same: ‘I am with you; I dwell within you.’  It is a message that isn’t dependent upon our worthiness and successes, or our unworthiness and failures.  It is imprinted upon us before we can be worthy or unworthy.  It is a voice and image, then, that tells us, ‘We belong to me.’
A transformation results from our experiencing that we belong to God.  We discover that our voice is less judgmental and expresses more easily compassion for ourselves, others, and all of creation.  The dominant voice and image of culture and society – which only dies when we die – diminishes and is less demanding.  It becomes like the voice of my Mom when something could wait.
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