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Directions (generally) come easy to me.  I enjoy figuring out an area, learning new routes, and having an overall decent idea of where things are.  There have been times, however, where I misread – especially – an electronic map.  The mistake happens whenever I assume that I know in which direction I need to turn to reach the destination that I am seeking.  Usually, it does not take too long to realize that my assumption and reading of the map is incorrect.
Misreading and assumptions are partners.  They are so common that we rarely are aware of them.  Peter finds himself in this situation in our reading from The Acts of the Apostles.  The healing of the man waiting at the Temple entrance takes place on a Sabbath.  The religious leaders and Pharisees (a lay group of men who promote themselves as ‘protectors of the faith’) assume that they are pleasing God by berating Peter for his actions.  Peter responds by asking the leaders, elders and Pharisees, ‘What prevents you from seeing the good?’
Many of us find it difficult to recognize something positive when we disagree with another person.  A thought or a belief creates a bias and our bias blinds us.  Almost immediately, we label the other as an enemy (or some other derogatory name).  We build a wall.  We close and lock the door.  We take an untruth and make it truth.

The unique characteristic of the early disciples of the crucified and raised Jesus is forgiveness.  They remain open.  They release any need to retaliate.  They recognize the good in themselves and in others.  We see in our first reading, however, that people do not always understand or accept their openness.  Doctrines, dogmas, and continuity of thought ensnares the church leaders and prevents them from seeing the good.  They misread the wonderful event of a person experiencing healing as an infraction of the law, the doctrine of the Sabbath, and the continuity of a long-standing and established belief.
When we cannot see the good, our biases and assumptions become more important than people and our relationship with people.  We assume that we are following the map correctly, but we are not.  We make an incorrect turn and head in the wrong direction.
There are times that I will persist in my search.  I want to believe that I have read the map correctly and I am heading in the correct direction.  The longer I insist that I read the map correctly, the more difficult it becomes to admit my error, and to see the good.

Suppose however, that I am encouraged in my insistence by others who also misread the map.   Then, releasing the concrete validity of my direction and accepting my error becomes more difficult.  This is especially true if the others encouraging us have recognized authority.
It is my experience that there are two things that help us see our error and have the power to reintroduce us to the good: a loving friendship and quiet prayer.  A loving friend is the manifestation of God relating with us.  Quiet prayer occasionally precludes our thinking mind.  Both draw us out of our small and limited self, freeing us to experience infinite goodness.
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