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Acts of the Apostles (our first reading) says that God has been crucified.  God has been put to death.  That is an extraordinary statement!  Yet, the central symbol of our religion says exactly that: God is crucified; God is put to death.  It isn’t something that enters our minds because (I suspect) our immediate reaction is God can’t suffer and die!  Our second reaction (I suspect) would be one of fear, expecting retribution from God.

Retribution is a very human reaction to most situations but especially when another – we feel – offends us.  We are so imbued with this mentality that we can easily convince ourselves that we have been given offense even when offense isn’t intended.  We can also take this a step further, we can anticipate offense being given so we retaliate before offense can be given.  God’s response is completely different.  God doesn’t retaliate.  God forgives.  God remains open, looking for opportunities for us to feel God’s embrace, God’s gentle touch as we are clothed in glory, and God’s calling for a banquet to celebrate our openness to receive God’s love.

If we are open to see, this is Eucharist.  This is communion.  This is allowing our eyes to open wide to see God dwelling with and in us, waiting expectantly for us to accept the love offered to us.  When we do, we also see and are open to God suffering with us, and our freedom to suffer with others and all of creation.
It is this connection that can stymie us: the connection between love and suffering.  Possibly the place where this connection can be seen more easily is between parent and child.  Parents, generally speaking, love their children and willingly suffer with them.  It could be something minor when a child, for example, experiences a disappointment or a defeat.  Or it could be something major when a child, for example, is diagnosed with an illness.  It is this willingness to suffer with them that helps their children to move on from the setback rather than getting stuck in the setback.

The stories that Jesus tells all point to this openness and connection in God.  Nothing is ever held back.  God, who is love, suffers with us.  Just in case we can’t hear it, the central symbol of our religion is God suffering and dying.  It is a symbol that would normally point to defeat.  It doesn’t for us.  It points, for us, to a love that connects God with our suffering.
Judaism begins to make this connection with lamentation.  Lamenting is our placing before God what we are feeling and experiencing.  Sometimes we are so overwhelmed we can only place before God the word: HELP!  As we do, we surprisingly gain distance from the overwhelming feeling and experience so that gradually we can be more specific.  We can express, for example, that we need guidance because we feel lost; or that we need support because we feel abandoned; or that we need to experience love because we are anxious.

As we gain the freedom to express our laments, we also become more aware of the connection that exists between God and us.  We experience God suffering with us, and experience that we are loved.
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