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A constant theme throughout the Scriptures is that weakness and lack of fame and failure are characteristics that God exploits.  Abraham is an immigrant without a home and family.  Moses is a murderer who is a fugitive from justice, and stutters.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, is a no body from a nothing town.

The human tendency is to attempt to reverse the way by which God relates with us.  God rushes into any vacuum that is created by a weakness, a failure, a lack of recognition, or a willingness to be open; and we highlight strength, success, fame, and anything else that will keep us closed.  Our efforts come from the felt need to make those who history or religion taut as successful or heroic as distinctly separate from us.  They have to be seen as super human.  The word that we use in religion is: holy.

We give these holy people titles and record extraordinary events – real or created – so that we don’t have to feel guilty that we are not experiencing, or are not permitting ourselves to experience, God dwelling within us.  We promote the idea that these holy people are able to experience God dwelling within them, because they have earned the right by being pure (which most often means that they are a virgin), or sinless, or are a martyr.
Thus, we find ways to make people, like Mary, the mother of Jesus, different from us, better than us.  We, in this way, create a hierarchy by which we know who are most important, those who are important, and those who are not important.  We think or are encouraged to think, that equality and relating as peers, who simply need to be open or to have space within them, is impossible.  We are, rather, encouraged to think that God rewards the most important, a few of the important, and very few of the not important.  People in the top tier are naturally holy.  Those in the second tier earn holiness.  Those in lowest tier are not holy at all.

The Incarnation informs us – in a particular way – that God is naturally in all of creation because creation is an extension of God.  God dwelling within us, from this perspective, is not a reward but rather an expression of who God is.  God dwells within us not because we are good (or pure, or holy); God dwells within us because God is good.
When we are successful, the natural progression is for us to resist knowing that God dwells within us.  We keep ourselves full and remain closed.  The Scriptures call our mistaken resistance, sin: our attempting to live non-relational and independent lives.  The Good News – from this perspective – is too good to be true because it makes us feel unimportant.  Our importance – from this perspective – is generated by our achievements, successes, purity, and/or holiness.  This makes us full and closed.  We leave no space.  God, however, patiently waits for life to intervene.  When life does and we experience failure, and the failure might be that we can’t live forever, God is ready to rush into the vacuum created… no matter how small, because this is who God is.
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