4th Sunday Advent (B)
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Mike lives and works with anyone who is in need, but especially with those who find themselves on the margins of society.  He recognizes the gift that each person is.  This leads him to see opportunities in which he can invite others to participate in the same love in which he participates.  This kind of love is contagious.

When he can, Mike enjoys eating at a local restaurant.  He feels sad that not everyone experiences his joy because they can’t afford it.  One day he receives an unexpected gift of $5,000.  Immediately, he knows what he wants to do with the money.  He approaches the owners of the local restaurant to discuss his plan.  The owners readily accept his money and begin to serve anyone who desires a meal but cannot pay for it.  Word quickly spreads and the restaurant becomes frequented by many who desire a hot meal. 

Sometime later, Mike figures that the meals served must have depleted the money, so he re-visits the couple.  He is unprepared to discover that the original amount still has about $1,200 remaining.  The couple, who give generous helpings, also had found ways to make the money last longer.
We have, through the years, domesticated plants, animals, people, and the divine.  Our first reading from II Samuel is an example of David attempting to domesticate the divine, and the divine resisting.  Eventually, however, the domestication process overrides the divine resistance.  David’s son, Solomon, manages to complete the domestication process by building a permanent home for God.

Yet, we can never completely domesticate God.  We see God breaking free in our Gospel story from Luke.  God announces to Mary that the divine and the human are naturally united.  This has always been God’s intention.  Experiencing the wildness of God is awesome and frightening.  Experiencing the divine in union with ourselves is life giving.
The wildness in God that we cannot domesticate is, God seeing God’s self in us.  No matter how much we deny that it is impossible; no matter how much we try to create a god-image in our selves; no matter how stupidly we act; no matter how many people we hurt; no matter how much we dislike ourselves, God always sees God’s self in us.  We can never tame God and force God to see something different.  We can however, prevent ourselves from experiencing God seeing God’s self in us.
When Solomon builds a permanent home for God (a temple), and thinks that he has tamed God, his behavior reflects his mistake.  He inflates his importance.  He is cruel and unforgiving.  He divides people into worthy and unworthy.  He stops knowing, ‘I am you and you are me.’
The message that God gives to Mary invites her to know what Solomon resisted knowing, ‘I am you and you are me.’  Her pregnancy and giving birth expresses in a wordless way the eternal message that God speaks to us and we to each other, ‘I am you and you are me.’  Do we hear it?
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