3rd Sunday Ordinary Time (C)
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As the Spirit pushed Jesus into the desert, now the Spirit pushes him to share his experience.  His message is so strikingly different from the teachings of the Jewish church authorities, the message offered by John the Baptist, and the message of the Jewish religion, that it causes a stir.  He is not following the ‘party line’.  He does not separate people into those who are pure and worthy and those who are impure and unworthy.  Jesus mingles with everyone, sinners, women, those with diseases, outcasts and the poor, as well as religious leaders.  He indiscriminately heals, mandates no criteria or expectations, and places no restrictions on who he accepts.

The only people with whom he is critical are the religious leaders who refuse to listen.  They cannot hear, he says, because they are too full of themselves and have made their religion God.  He does not condemn anyone… including the religious authorities.  He simply says that it is impossible for a rich person (someone filled with themselves) to be influenced and transformed by God.  (When we are sure that we are fulfilling everything that God requires – that is we are right or in power, we cannot imagine any need to change.)  Then, he says, ‘All things are possible for God.’
Jesus is also counter-intuitive in another way.  He tells us that weeds are as much a part of our lives as is wheat.  Further, he instructs us not to attempt to uproot the weeds.  In uprooting the weeds, we also uproot the wheat.  God does not create us to be perfect.  God creates us to live in the relationship that we call Trinity.
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