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We all live with expectations.  We expect things of ourselves.  Family has expectations of us.  Friends have expectations of us.  Our religion has expectations of us.  Our country has expectations of us.  Our employer or employees have expectations of us.  It is little wonder that we assume that God too has expectations of us!
Don’t get me wrong… expectations can be helpful.  They can motivate us.  They can give us a sense of direction.  They can provide us with a sense of worth when they are fulfilled.  They can also beat us down when they go unfulfilled.  As one person says, ‘If you expect prepare yourself for disappointment.’
When I entered college, for example, I found that often it was necessary to list what needed to be accomplished on a particular day.  (What I could expect.)  Then, as the day progressed, I could check off the items on the list.  Somedays the list was completed, and I felt good about myself.  Somedays the unchecked items was longer than the checked items, and I felt discouraged.
This worked okay until the interruptions became more the norm than the time without interruptions.  I found myself always feeling frustrated and upset.  I wasn’t able to be fully present to the cause of the interruption.  My mind remained with the unfulfilled expectations.
Knowing and living with a God who has no expectations of us doesn’t come naturally to us.  We generally, as a result, have expectations of God.  Jonah, our first reading this weekend, clearly has different expectations of God than God has of him and the people living in Nineveh.  Jonah expects God to eliminate – punish – the people of Nineveh and when that expectation goes unfulfilled, Jonah is completely disappointed with God.
The disciples of Jesus also have a very difficult time accepting that God has no expectations of them.  They are attracted to Jesus and they are always imposing their expectations on the God who Jesus is proclaiming.  When Jesus enacts the unconditional love of God by reaching out to all without discrimination or expectations, the disciples try to impose expectations.  It is only after they encounter their failed expectation to remain faithful to Jesus.  It is only after fear causes them to hide.  It is only after their failures to fulfill their expectations and continue to be loved, do they begin to accept that God’s love is offered without expectations.

It isn’t, however, something that they fully or readily embrace.  They soon return to the familiar and naturally begin to live again with expectations.  They limit God.  They impose on followers of Jesus expectations that they ascribe to God.  
There are, in the end, two types of people. The difference isn’t that one is worthy and the other unworthy. The difference is that one knows that God loves without expectations, and one does not know that God loves without expectations.  Most of us fall somewhere in between knowing and not knowing that God loves us without expectations.  Accountability follows naturally.
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