3rd Sunday Ordinary Time (A)
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A man is driving home from work one day and he stops to watch a local Little League baseball game that is being played in a park near his home.  As he sits down behind the bench on the first-baseline, he asks one of the boys, ‘What is the score?’
     ‘We're behind 14 to nothing,’ the boy answers with a smile.

     ‘Really,’ the man says.  Then he adds, ‘I have to say you don't look very discouraged.’
     ‘Discouraged?’ the boy asks with a puzzled look on his face.  ‘Why should we be discouraged?  We haven't been up to bat yet.’

Many of us live our lives in a closed system.  We see most everything as either good or bad, morally good or morally bad.  This dualist way of seeing and relating to the world can be helpful to recognize that which is good and that which is evil.  When we stay only in this way of seeing however, we diminish and limit everything, and we become blind to what really is good and what really is evil.

An example of what can happen when we operate primarily from a closed system, is we can hear the word, ‘repent’, and automatically think: individual sins… usually dealing with sexual morality.  The use of the word, ‘repent’, used in the translation in the Scriptures, as a result, is also biased.


What Jesus actually says is, ‘be transformed’ (by experiencing love, human and Divine).  The difference is: our trying to get rid of things that are thought and promoted to be imperfections, and our experiencing a loving influence who is beyond us causing our way of living to change.  It is only as we resist less to being transformed by love (human and Divine) and surrender to trust, that we begin to live more naturally in the atmosphere and environment created by God who is love.  As we resist less the experience of love (human and Divine) moves us from a closed system or dualistic (either/or) way of living to a more open system in which everything and everyone belongs.


There is nothing closed in God. God is completely open, so everything that is God ‘falls’ out.  (Much like a child who innocently blurts out what she has heard.)  There is nothing reserved or stored in God.  God creates us to live in a similar way.  Jesus (who is also the Christ) doesn’t experience God in this way – much like us – until he experiences a loving gaze.

Jesus (no doubt) knows love in his family environment, but the love that he is now experiencing is a different kind of love.  It is a love that freely embraces him without many of the expectations and limitations that are present in the love that we experience in our families.  It is a love that takes him out of himself.  It is a love that he readily accepts because it is so disarming!


We don’t know the particulars, but the transformation begins showing in his love and compassion for people.  He moves from being exclusive to being inclusive.  He stops being overly concerned with the purity codes and more concerned about people.  This leads Jesus to readily heal people, associate with outcasts, eat with those considered socially and religiously unacceptable, and accept invitations to dine with Pharisees too.


His initial message, then, is not ‘get rid of your sins and impurities’.  It is, ‘seek to be open to experiencing a love that falls out of God and embraces us.’  It is a love that can’t be earned or merited.  Trust it.  It is a love that is complete gift, and very often begins with our experiencing a human love that takes us out of ourselves, and we are – at least momentarily – transformed.  Like anything else, we then need to practice living in openness.  The primary practice is silence: driving for a time without the radio, walking for a time without ear buds, listening to the early morning, midday, sunset, or late night quietly.  As we do, the openness expands, rather than contracting, and we experience and know that we are a creation of love rather than a creation of sin.
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