3rd Sunday in Lent (C) 




02/28/2016
This past week people crowded into Yellowstone National Park to take pictures of an awesome phenomenon: a waterfall that appeared to be molten lava.   This is a yearly event that is caused by the sun – as it is setting – that shines directly into the falls.  God can get our attention through creation.  Moses, in our first reading from Exodus, sees and is fascinated by ‘a bush that appears to be burning’. 
Once his attention is drawn to the creational event, an opening happens within Moses and he experiences God as life (expressed as: ‘I am who I am.’).  That is, Moses experiences God as his life.  This frees him – somewhat – to experience God as life in all peoples and all of creation.

The Exodus story compares YHWH with the god, Pharaoh.  Pharaoh is not life and so he enslaves and separates… which leads to death.  YHWH is life and so YHWH frees and unites… which leads to birthing.  The experience causes Moses to hesitate.  His resistance is the natural outcome of preferring the known and clear: Pharaoh (and enslavement), to the unknown and unclear: YHWH (and freedom).

Pharaoh offers limited boundaries that are easily defended and easily defined.  We know what we have.  (‘Better the devil that we know….’)  Clarity – even when it involves slavery – is often preferred by us.  It somehow – ironically – makes us feel secure.  YHWH offers freedom (no boundaries).  This freedom is not definable.  It cannot be earned.  It is not a reward.  It is a gift that is found in darkness and mystery.  The Scriptures call this gift, found in darkness and mystery, mercy, which – even when it involves freedom – is often resisted by us.

The experience of God (not the concept of God), however, cannot be completely disregarded by us, and so Moses is reluctantly pushed to express (externally) his experience of God.  His external expression of this new found freedom – life – becomes his mission to birth a people, as expressed in the cry, ‘set my people free.’  He can now recognize – though sometimes fear blurs his vision – the difference between life and death, freedom and slavery.

He sees that life and freedom are birthed in us.  We do not choose them.  Death and slavery, however, are attained and then defended and protected.  They imitate life by providing us with a sense of worth and accomplishment (‘food for our bellies’), security, and clarity.

Our Gospel story from Luke provides us with an example of the way in which we conceive of God when we are unduly influenced by the imitation of life that Pharaoh provides.  God is distant, judgmental, and merciless.  God kills those who are deemed unjust.
Jesus, who also experiences the God who is life, refutes this concept of God.  He says that God is not arbitrary, nor does God take life.  God dwells within us and births us into life.  There are no boundaries here.  There are no means by which we can take credit.  All is a gift freely given.
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