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One Christmas many years ago, my family purchased a record player and some records.  One song stuck in my head… Sixteen Tons by Tennessee Ernie Ford.  The words of the refrain are,

You load 16 tons, what do you get?
Another day older and deeper in debt
St. Peter, don't you call me 'cause I can't go
I owe my soul to the company store
In our first reading this weekend, Moses meets a God who is very different from Pharaoh (the god of the Egyptians).  Pharaoh enslaves people for financial gain.  He enlists the help of Joseph – a Hebrew sold into slavery by his brothers – to create a system whereby the workers who rely on what they grow to eat, must surrender the food that they grow to Pharaoh who stores it in silos.  The excuse used is fear of famine.

Once the system is in place, Pharaoh sells the collected food (for a profit) back to the people who have little or no money to pay for it.  When their money runs out, Pharaoh enslaves them and they must work in order to eat.  Pharaoh, in this way, gets cheap and disposable laborers for financial gain. Slavery is always about power, dominance and economic gain.

The Exodus story however, tell us that God is free and sets people free.  God relates mutually, lovingly and equally with everyone, and leaves no one behind.  All are included.  When Pharaoh, as a compromise to Moses, wants only a few to go off into the desert to worship God, Moses refuses.  When Pharaoh wants all livestock to remain in Egypt, Moses refuses.  When Pharaoh wants children to remain in Egypt, Moses refuses.  Moses insists all must be included. God’s freedom is always all-inclusive.  The Exodus is the precursor of Eucharist… all are welcome; all are included.
Earlier in my life, I understood God’s freedom to be like the freedom of adults who – I thought – could do anything they wanted… including how they treated me.  I saw everything as rewards and punishments, earning and undeserving.  
The Catholic Religion echoed and taught me something similar.  The image of God promoted was much more like Pharaoh, than the God that Moses encountered.  The pyramid of hierarchy, captured in the phase, ‘PRAY, PAY, AND OBEY’, molded everything that we did.  Mass displayed this mentality.  The priest did everything in a specialized language in which communal interaction was discouraged, and we earned Communion or we were discouraged from receiving Communion.
Gratefully, (somewhere within me) I also knew that my parents loved me.  At some point, that awareness of love helped when I met God in a different way.
Jesus assures us that God longs to see fruit because it means that we are open and vulnerable.  Trees are most vulnerable when they flower.  If a frost happens, the flowers die and no fruit develops.  Yet, trees trust and flower, and make themselves vulnerable because they accept that this is who they are.  Jesus often uses creation as the example that it would be helpful for us to follow.
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