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Two boys, one Catholic the other Jewish are talking about their religions.  As boys will do they compare and contrast in the usual fashion of, ‘Mine is better than yours.’  Eventually they begin to argue heatedly.

The Jewish boy sitting on top of the Catholic kid says, ‘You guys stole all of the good stuff from us.’
The Catholic boy asks, ‘LIKE WHAT?’
‘The 10 Commandments,’ replies the Jewish boy.

‘Oh, yeah,’ shouts the Catholic boy.  ‘WELL, maybe we did steal them, but we never really KEPT them!’
It is very easy for us to view God’s relationship with us as a business transaction.  Most of us engage in business transactions with others almost on a daily basis.  It is tit for tat.  You do something for me, I repay by doing something for you.  Business transactions in a religious setting usually involve moral behavior.  We agree to act morally to purchase a sense of order.  The Ten Commandments (our first reading from Exodus) are a good example.

Unfortunately business transactions come with a caveat: we think that we have to – can – purchase love, something that God gives freely, and can never be purchased.  Religion, however, often operates as though love can be purchased.  It’s easy to fall into this way of thinking.
It is estimated, for example, that during Jesus’ lifetime about 8o% of the economy for the people living in the City of Jerusalem is business transactions involving the Temple.  Most of these are transactions in which people pay to have an animal sacrificed, and as many as 5,000 animals are sacrificed each day.

When sacrifice and purity are our main focus, we tend to think and act as though we are buying and selling salvation from God.  Jesus experiences God differently. His experience of God is one who relates not on a business level but on a personal level.  God loves us openly and freely.  Being open to God relating with us on a personal level changes everything, and opens our eyes to see that we are all connect and that everything belongs…even those things that we feel and think don’t belong.
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