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We are created in the image and likeness of God: as a blessing.  While in the womb, we have everything that we need and we are happy.  Once out of the womb however, we are dependent upon others to provide for our needs.  Sometimes our needs are not met as quickly as we like and we might let everyone know our displeasure.  We are not acting badly.  There can be no moral judgment.  We are acting according to the human condition.

It is a way of relating to the world that we instinctively learn: happiness is found in our feeling secure, and having everything we need, which includes the attention of others.  When we learn this way of living, we forget where we received happiness before we began to demand it.  Accepting this disordered image of ourselves leads us to also disfigure the image that we have of God.  God becomes a judge who requires sacrifice and takes pleasure in condemning and torturing us for all eternity!

Sadly, this way of living, makes us feel disgruntled - miserable…like the Hebrews in our first reading from Exodus, who have been freed from slavery.  They feel so disgruntled that they want to return to slavery!  We do something similar each time we demand happiness from places and things that can only provide us with momentary happiness.  We never grow beyond the infantile demands for security and attention.

Jesus, in our Gospel story from John, doesn’t condemn us for looking for happiness where it can’t be found.  Rather, he invites us to experience what God freely offers to us: eternal happiness in knowing that we are lovingly created by God.  This is the water of which Jesus speaks in today’s Gospel story from John.  He recognizes the deep desire and thirst within the Samaritan woman to know happiness and love.  She has searched for both happiness and love and her search has been almost futile.  Now, Jesus offers her hope that happiness and love are possible, and she responds openly.  She surprisingly leaves behind her security and her search (symbolized in the water jug) and openly lives in the new found experience of happiness and love.
Our Gospel story also makes it clear that happiness and love are not reserved for a particular group.  God’s happiness and love are available to everyone.  Finally, the story is very clear: nothing can deter happiness and love from being offered by God.  We can unconsciously resist being open to receiving happiness and love, but God can never be closed or resist offering happiness and love.

If we practice looking into the eyes of God, we will see a reflection that will take time for us to recognize: we will see happiness… in ourselves.  Truly we will gradually know and experience that we are created in God’s image and likeness.  We will become open to the truth that we are a blessing and not a curse.  When we are open, we are open and we are susceptible and available.  Our level of need to feel secure has an effect upon our ability to be open and how much we can be open.  The good news is: God trusts us completely and is infinitely open with us… always!  We are never abandoned by God. Our lives are gradually transformed by this repeated experience.
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