3rd Sunday in Easter (C)



05/01/2022
Some years ago, the London Daily Telegraph carried a letter written by an eleven-year-old boy to his mother while he was on vacation in Switzerland.  He writes, ‘Dear Mom, yesterday the instructor took eight of us to the slopes to teach us to ski.  I was not very good at it, so I broke a leg.  Thank goodness, however, it was not mine!  Love, Billy.’

The initial reaction of Billy’s Mom most likely is horror and then relief and then horror again that Billy broke the leg of someone else.  When we are under stress, we tend to return to a familiar way of acting and feeling.  It is most often a fruitless and barren place to be.  We are like Peter and the disciples in today’s story from the Gospel of John who return to their previous lifestyle and seek solace in fishing.  There is nothing wrong with fishing.  There is nothing wrong with returning to the familiar.  The familiar, however – once we leave – can no longer provide us satisfaction.  Our nets come up empty.
Jesus, in today’s Gospel story, does not leave the disciples – or us - in this fruitless and barren place.  He calls out to them, indicating where to drop their nets.  The results are astoundingly fruitful.  The disciples at once – in their sense of satisfaction – recognize Jesus.


We have a tendency to make prayer something that WE do rather than a visit with someone.  When we visit another or others, everything is open-ended.  Depending how close with the other we are, we can talk or be silent.  We can be moving about or we can be sitting still.  We can be doing one thing or another or doing one thing or another with someone else.  Visits take us to places that are unexpected and sometimes, unwanted.  They place us on curvy roads that prevent us from seeing too far, and then open to a vista that extends to infinity.  They pour rain on us and show us rainbows.  They have us enter a fog and blind us by the brilliance of the sun.  They make us conscious of a restlessness, boredom, resentment, and instill a hope that brings us into the future.

I invite you to re-read this weekend’s Gospel from John and consider all these things. We might hear and see the Gospel story ‘in a different light’.  We might also discover that the feeling of dissatisfaction (or empty nets) is God inviting us to cast our nets in a place in which we receive greater satisfaction.  Prayer – like a visit – is practicing – something that we might feel the need to resist – openness to new possibilities.
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