3rd Sunday of Easter (A)
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This week’s Gospel story is unique to Luke.  The two disciples of Jesus are discouraged. The dreams, expectations, and goals that they and the other disciples of Jesus had, have been dismantled with the display of violent power by the empire and the complicity to the violent power by the Jewish church leaders.  Their eyes are prevented from recognizing Christ because they are not open.  They live in a closed environment.
The disciples of Jesus, we now discover, have continued to live according to the rules of the empire: dominance, power, and violence, rather than the way of peace and nonviolence lived when we experience and are transformed by the love of God.  The empire approach is an easy system for us to live because we are so imbued and familiar with it.  The system is ingenious.  It permits and encourages those who are citizens of the empire to feel ‘blessed and entitled’ to the way of life that they have; it urges and demands those who are conquered and enslaved by the empire to feel the need to violently rebel and overthrow their conqueror; or it leads people to believe that accommodations and manipulations can be made so that the two (conqueror and conquered) can uneasily coexist. (This final approach is the one chosen by the Jewish church leaders.)

Jesus chooses a completely different option: he is open to experience the love of God.  This doesn’t mean that he opts out of human life.   Rather, he immerses himself completely in human life.  He is free to immerse himself because he experiences the communion between the divine and the human.  He lives in this communion.  He is motivated not by violence and oppression, but by love and service.  Love and service is always understood as subversive by the empire mentality.  It is both counter-intuitive and counter-productive to the empire’s purpose.  It is an openness that never closes!
Christ (in today’s Gospel story) patiently listens, and then helps and encourages his disciples to be open to the alternative approach that he experiences (God’s love).  Finally, their fear subsides when love empowers them, to invite the stranger to stay with them.  The open nonviolent and merciful invitation is all that it takes… their eyes are also opened and they recognize Christ in the communion of the breaking of bread.
Immediately, they are compelled to share their joy/communion with others.  This too is evidence that we have experienced God’s love.  We can’t hoard it.  We don’t have to protect it.  We give it away without fear… love eliminates fear, because God is love.
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