3rd Sunday in Advent (A)
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One message that threads throughout the Scriptures is: God dwells in everything and everyone.  This doesn’t mean that everything and everyone is God.  When we practice recognizing God in everything and everyone, people and things – including the whole cosmos – somehow begin to have a natural dignity and beauty, and nothing can be belittled, used for gain, shown disrespect, or enslaved.  Everything and everyone are our equals.  This stands in sharp contrast to the environment and atmosphere created by a business and consumer mentality. 

Saint Francis of Assisi is a good example.  He would often be heard praying, ‘Who are you, God?  And who am I?’  Somehow this linking of the divine and the human leads him to experience God in all of creation.  As a result, he relates with everything as his sister or brother (e.g. ‘brother sun or sister moon’). It also leads him to experience Christmas (the Incarnation of Jesus who is also the Christ) as the most important moment in history – ours and the cosmos’.

Intuitively, Francis experiences Christ present in all of creation.  This doesn’t mean that everything is Christ.  He accepts the diversity that God creates while recognizing the oneness with God that we all share.
The birth of Jesus (who is also the Christ) offers us an experience of union between the human and the divine.  There is no divide as our minds so often tell us.  Try reading our first reading from Isaiah and our Gospel story from Matthew from the perspective that the human and the divine are in union with each other.  As we read, we might be surprised by the resistance that we feel; the judgments that we make; the anger that we feel.

Our minds don’t – ironically – want us to experience this union.  Our minds want us to remain divided from the cosmos, from ourselves, from other people, and from the Divine.  Why? Because our minds can’t grasp the Divine and the outpouring of love that freely comes as a gift from the Divine.  We are born programed to use only the capitalist system: we earn/merit/pay for everything.  Nothing is a gift.  Capitalism is neither good nor bad, but it doesn’t work in the system that God through Christ Jesus offers to us.  Yet, we have – over the years – fit it into the system by viewing the crucifixion, for example, as a transaction that buys us redemption.
If we are patient however, we will – at some point in time – discover that our efforts to insert capitalism into Divine gifting stops working.  When it does, we might feel panic.  But somehow we will also find ourselves living (sometimes reluctantly) in communion with the cosmos, ourselves, other people, and with the Divine, and receiving the gifts that they offer.  Then, one day we too might find ourselves asking: ‘Who are you, God?  And who am I?’
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