33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

11/15/2015
There are several episodes in the long running M*A*S*H TV series in which the character, Frank Burns, panics… even as he commands everyone else not to panic!  The greater the insecurity that we feel, the more control we demand in order to feel secure.  The cost of being in control is the need we feel to close as many doors as possible.
When we close – or slam – doors shut, we severely limit the ways in which we can know God with us.  We, instead, tend to create an image of God and develop criteria that this image must meet.  We, in this way, seek to limit surprises.

This leads us to develop a way of thinking that is full of egoic fantasies in which we might suffer terribly, but in the end all of our tormentors – the bad people – will be made to suffer (by our God) ever more terribly.  We think aloud or to ourselves, ‘God will punish and condemn them to eternal fire,’ and somehow, this makes us feel better.
Our Gospel from Mark, however, focuses upon something different.  Jesus tells his disciples – and us – that God is found in the midst of our suffering… if we are willing to feel insecure and not slam doors shut.  ‘Learn a lesson from the fig tree,’ Jesus says.  ‘When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near.  In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that he is near, at the gates.’  Jesus isn’t referring to the ‘end times’.  Rather, he is telling us that God is always with us.  We, unfortunately, fail to see the signs that God is near.  So, as a result, we determine when God will be with us.  All other times, especially if we feel overwhelmed, the doors in ourselves are closed and locked!  Yet, just as Jesus does after his death and resurrection, God is in our midst even though the doors are closed and locked.
When things around us begin to collapse and come unglued; when people we love are taken from us by chance, illness or death; when all good things seem to end; Mark’s Gospel tells us, ‘when we see all these things happening’ we will know that God is near.  No matter what our fear or pain or trouble, God in Christ Jesus is always at the door of our hearts, encouraging us to practice a willingness to keep the door open.  If, however, we can’t, or are unwilling, or are too afraid and insecure, God in Christ Jesus will pass through our closed and locked doors.  ‘Nothing,’ as Saint Paul reminds us, ‘can separate us from God.’
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