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The small world in to which we are born (so that we can grow and develop in a somewhat safe environment), is naturally crafted in such a way as to cause us discomfort as we grow and develop!  The contradictions that confront us; the tragedies that tear us apart; and the paradoxes that confound us; are all meant to encourage us to kick against the sides of the container, causing it to either expand or fall apart.  This can be likened to the two servants who are aware of the discomfort that they feel.  They navigate the tense waters that the man who entrusts them with money to invest, presents.  They risk failure.  The third servant hides from the fear, and the small world in which he lives, remains the same.

Unfortunately, many of us have learned to fear God and authorities.  We have learned that to question authorities or God is an unforgivable (mortal) sin.  ‘Pray, pay, and obey’ is the unspoken (or indirectly spoken) mantra that many of us experienced in the atmosphere and environment in which we lived as children and young adults.  That changed with the 2nd Vatican Council, though not completely.  Some clerics, religious groups, and self-proclaimed religious leaders continued the mantra, and unfortunately, many more are using it once again.

Fear of an unpredictable God who tyrannizes becomes – once again – the interpretation of this Gospel story.  We must use that which the authorities give to us or we are showing ingratitude and God (and the authorities) will punish us for our lack of gratitude.
The emphasis of the Gospel story however, more about encouraging us to risk kicking against the walls that are necessary but also hinder us from growth.  The story encourages us to be aware of our fear of God and authorities, and not hide from it.  Hiding takes many shapes and comes in many forms.  Hiding can be so natural to us that we don’t know that we are hiding.  Hiding manifests in lies, blame, bullying, rudeness, abuse, religious fervor, self-righteousness, condemnation, and justification.  When we hide, we need to be better than other people are.  We need to belittle and shame.  And unfortunately, hiding is part of our culture and religion, and we breathe it greedily and addictively… we always need more and more.
When we become aware of our fear (of God and authorities), we also become aware of the ways in which we hide.  It isn’t a good feeling, and we need the support of others who also are aware of their fear and ways in which they hide.  We can’t face our fear, or admit that we hide, without communal support.  Salvation is always communal.  We need the help of others to mirror our way of relating and living – without judgment or condemnation – for us to see… often painfully.
Sanity and sobriety are two characteristics that take root as we faithfully risk admitting and releasing our fear and our need to hide.  We naturally begin to relate with others and develop a way of life empowered by love and openness.  As we learn to risk, the cramped – and necessary – space of our small world either expands or cracks and breaks.  As our small world expands, so too does the world around us.  We breathe more the atmosphere in which God lives.  Jesus calls this atmosphere the Kingdom or Reign of God.
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