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Once upon a time, a woman marries an annoying man.  He complains about everything.  One day he goes to the creek with his mule.  He complains so much that the mule gets annoyed and kicks him in the head.  At the funeral, when all the men walk by the wife she shakes her head ‘Yes’ and every time the women walk by she shakes her head ‘No.’

The minister finally asks the widow, ‘Why are you shaking your head ‘Yes’ for men and ‘No’ for women?’ 


Her response is, ‘The men are saying how sorry they feel for me and I am saying, “Yes, I'll be alright.”  When the women walk by, they are asking if the mule is for sale….’
Life happens to us and God (as Paula D’Arcy suggests) is disguised as our lives.  In our postmodern world, an absolute, who lives outside and beyond ourselves, is thought to be foolish or nonexistent.  Since the Age of Enlightenment, our absolute is ourselves, and the belief that everything important is in the future.  The self-made person is a hero.  The History Channel’s series, The Men Who Made America, for example, highlights ruthless, cunning, merciless individuals who feel entitled, have no concern for other people and exude greed, and extol them.

This market view of the world (where everything is a commodity) stands in sharp contrast to the image of God, and God’s insistence that we care for our neighbors, that Jesus teaches.  Healthy religion promotes and encourages that we are created in the image of God, as an absolute.  Unfortunately, culture and society (our limited human self-image) unconsciously influence religion, and the health of religion sickens.  As a result, the structural church promotes and encourages a negative image of God who is remote and quirky, and creates us not good but bad.  This negative image of God and of ourselves – declares the structural church is an absolute.
To maintain this teaching as an absolute, the church must always possess THE truth.  Certitude and clarity are required.  The church promotes cause and effect.  Doubt and mystery are a sin or dismissed.  Whenever we substitute a finite god for the infinite God, we have to rely on what feels important to us; become exclusive; promote rites and rituals; emphasize devotions by highlighting purity and perfection. 

Everything passes Jesus and the Scriptures tell us.  All that is eternal is the flow of God, and the flow of God is so ordinary and a part of us that we miss its importance.  Smells and bells, devotions and sacrifices are good and they are limited.  They are not ends in themselves and they will end.  When we make them more important than they are, we make them absolutes, and they cannot sustain us.
Jesus and Job point to what can sustain us.  They say that our knowing that we are part of the conversation with God, part of the dialogue, gives us life.  When we know that we are caught-up in God’s conversation with creation, we know that God is with us and not against us.  We are part of the eternal dialogue initiated and sustained by God.  Both Jesus and Job also reveal that the path to knowing that we are part of the eternal dialogue takes us through suffering… especially, unjust suffering.  Our resources must be spent completely or we will never be open to the resources offered by God.  The central icon of our religion – the crucified one – points the way.
PAGE  
2

