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We become so used to living with limitations and placing limitations on everyone and everything that we unconsciously – in our minds – try to limit who God is too!  We fail to realize that what we ordain as determined by God, are – most often – really cultural and religious biases.  The limitations that we set are not necessarily sinful, but they can prevent us from being open to the infinite ways that God comes to us… which is sad.


Does this mean that anything goes, or that nothing is sinful? No, anything that is unloving is sinful because God is not present when love is not present.  Sin is the absence of God who is love.  Love is always about living in union with another.  This necessitates love to guide us into relationships in which equality is experienced.  Sin is the absence of union and community, and therefore there is no need to be guided by love, nor is equality experienced.  We – as individuals – can easily and freely (and often feel compelled) promote our opinions as God’s law!

Jesus’ strongest reactions happen when human limitations and exclusions are declared by religious people as ordained by God.  He ignores the limiting laws of his religion, including Sabbath, when love guides him to heal.  He ignores the laws of his religion that declare people unclean and impure because love moves him to be inclusive rather than exclusive.  He dismisses the limitations and the merit systems of his religion (and those in authority), and declares openly and often that God dwells with each person and all of creation.


How do we miss seeing this reality in the Gospels and in the letters of Saint Paul? Yet, we often do and there are plenty of people-in-authority who are driven to impose a way of life that is governed by limitations, meritocracy, sin, and guilt.


Seeing the world from this perspective can be easier (with its limitations) than being open to experience love (which is without limits).  Clarity and uniformity are always preferred by our fragile and limited self.  God, who is love, is limitless, and God dwells with us. There is no separation between the Divine and the human declares the Incarnation!  This creates a frightening dilemma to our small and fragile self.  The messiness and lack of clarity of infinity and love, can only be endured by the self who is created with love by God.

Living in this self who is lovingly created by God, we know life eternal.  Or as Jesus says in today’s Gospel story from Luke: ‘… [God] is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to [God] all are alive.’  Existing in our small self who is fearfully created by us, we might have clarity and uniformity, but life eludes us.  It is for this reason that we pray: to allow ourselves to visit the self that God creates.  When we frequently visit the self that God lovingly creates, we begin to experience life without limits.
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