32nd Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


11/11/2018
Jesus accepts that everything that is good is an overflow of the goodness that God shares with each of us.  We are able, he says, to know that we are resisting or are prevented from receiving God sharing goodness (love) with us when our outward actions reveal not love but self-centeredness.  Our EGOs (the person that we create which is finite and small) does things in order to be noticed – an artificial goodness.  Jesus teaches his disciples in today’s Gospel story from Mark that the human tendency to do things in order to be noticed is an obstacle to us knowing God’s goodness shared with us.

When we know the goodness that God shares with us, we often don’t know that we are sharing with others.  It just happens.  When we accept, and to the degree that we accept God sharing with us, we know that we are being sustained eternally.  Fear is diminished, and we live more freely, take offense less frequently, are open to more possibilities, and know that we cannot be harmed.  We can feel the sting of being offended, but it doesn’t last.  We – somehow – remain open and life continues to flow through us.
     During the Second World War, in a concentration camp, food for the prisoners had become so scarce that men and women were being given lethal injections to keep the prison population at a minimum.  Ten people would be chosen, on a regular basis, from each barracks for this lethal injection.  One day, after the ten had been chosen, a man stepped forward and volunteered to receive the lethal injection in place of another man.  When asked why he came forward, he simply replied that he was single and he knew that the other man had a wife and children.

     The path to God involves learning how to obverse ourselves without judgment and with compassion in order to see the ways in which we need to be noticed.  We are helpless to stop needing to be noticed.  The more we know however, that we are sustained by a reality beyond us, the less need we have to be noticed.


When we are possessed by the need to be noticed, we wear clothing that causes us to standout; we cause drama; or we are easily offended, and feel the need to defend ourselves, or our religion, or our political views.  We hear Jesus say something similar in today’s Gospel from Mark.  He points to a woman in an effort to make his point.  She has no need to defend her action, to justify her action, to announce her action.  She simply offers what she has to give and leaves the rest to the goodness of God.
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