32nd Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


11/08/2020
A woman dies and finds herself standing outside the Pearly Gates, and is greeted by God.  She asks God, ‘Oh, is this place what I really think it is?  It's so beautiful.  Did I really make it to heaven?’
God replies, ‘Yes, these are the Gates to Heaven.  But you must do one more thing before you can enter.’ 

The woman is very excited, and asks God what she must do to pass through the gates.

‘Spell a word,’ God instructs.

‘What word?’ she asks.

‘Any word,’ answers God. ‘It's your choice.’
The woman promptly replies, ‘Then the word I will spell is love.  L-o-v-e.’
God congratulates her and asks her if she would mind remaining at the gates for a few minutes.

‘Sure,’ she says.

 God disappears.  The woman asks herself, ‘what should I do if someone comes while God is away?’
No sooner does she ask herself the question than a woman approaches the gates, and she realizes it is her boss.

‘What happened?’ she cries, ‘Why are you here?’
Her boss stares at her for a moment, and then says, ‘I was so delighted with your replacement that I was distracted and was in an accident.  Is this Heaven?’
The woman hesitates, and then answers, ‘Yes, but you must spell a word before entering.’
‘What word?’ she asks.

The woman responds, ‘Czechoslovakia.’
Wisdom is self-awareness.  When we are self-aware, we experience – sometimes without any physical feeling – that God relates lovingly with us.  We experience that our value (and the value of others and all of creation) comes from beyond us, and not from us, and our accomplishments. Our value is a gift in which we mutually share.

Wisdom – with this understanding – sets us free from the tyranny of fear, competition, comparison, judgment, and condemnation, which widens our perspective.  When we operate under tyranny, we focus – out of necessity – on one issue that we demand is most important.  Tyranny, however, has no reserves.  When delays happen, or life happens to us, or we experience failure, pain and suffering, or we feel the need to get revenge, our lamp oil runs dry and our ‘lamps go out.’
Free of tyranny, we know God relating with us lovingly… because this is who God is, and not because we have earned love.  This awareness gives us reserves when life doesn’t unfold as we expect, or the urge to get revenge raises its head.

Our tendency is to push any encounter with God into the future.  Our Gospel writer does something similar.  Today’s original Gospel story focuses on everyday life.  Here, Jesus declares, God is with us.  We, like the Gospel writer, however, interpret the story to mean ‘at the end of time.’  One of the reasons we interpret the story to mean ‘at the end of time,’ is because we find it difficult to accept the indiscriminate generosity of God to dwell with us now.

Failing to experience and accept the indiscriminate generosity of God, we act toward others like the woman in our opening story.  We see an opportunity for revenge, or to win, and we take it.
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