32nd Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


11/07/2021
Dorothy Day, a social activist and co-founder of the Catholic Worker, wrote in her diary, ‘[I] woke this [morning] with the feeling very strong - I belong to Someone to whom I owe devotion.  [I] recalled early love and that joyous sense of being not my own, but of belonging to someone who loved me completely.’ (June 16, 1966)
We belong to God and God flows through us.    Experiencing these as absolutes frees us to share with others as neighbors.  The difficulty is that we do not experience these as absolutes or true.  We do not accept that God creates us in the image and likeness of God and that God creates us very good.  The negative perspective fed to us from our birth conquers the positive perspective of the Scriptures that tells us that God does create us very good.
Both our first reading (from first Kings) and our Gospel (from Mark) reveal the unconsciously accepted way of business as usual or the negative perspective.  The widow of Zeraphath – in our first reading – suffers hunger and she faces death because those in power insure that they have enough to eat and drink by hoarding food and water.  Sharing with neighbors is not part of their reality.  They think that they are entitled to food and drink at the expense of others.
Elijah – acting on God’s generosity – offers an alternative approach.  He invites a Gentile and a woman to share with him as a neighbor.  The widow’s willingness to share (reluctantly and hesitantly) with Elijah as her neighbor, releases the abundance of God.  The fear that we hear highlighted most often is that we do not have enough to share with aliens.  Our entitlement is threatened.

The scribes (and other religious leaders) are living exclusive lives, Jesus says.  They are hoarding.  The widow in our Gospel story shares and releases the abundance of God who includes and flows through all of creation.
Living in the flow of God involves learning how to release everything that we believe to be important.  Earning something and possessing something, entitlement and hoarding are ingrained distractions that prevent us from knowing that we live in the flow of God.  In the deepest recesses of our minds, we feel we have a right to hoard anything that we have earned or that we possess.  Sharing with our neighbor is, according to the Scriptures, everyone, and it is an error or sin not to share with our neighbor.

The flow of God, however, invites us to release the attachment we have to possessions, to release the attachment we have to rights and privileges, and to release the attachments that we have to entitlement.  We are helpless to remove these attachments, but as we live in the flow of God, the attachments lose some of their adhesion.  In begging, as in hoping, there is no guarantee that we will receive that for which we beg or hope.  As illogical and imprudent as this may seem, when we share an awareness that we stand in the flow of God grows.
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