30th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


10/25/2020
Both our first reading from Ezekiel and our Gospel from Matthew would have us ponder what it means to relate with people in light of the way that God relates with us.  They invite us to wrestle with the question of immigration, deportation, unbridled capitalism, separation of families, and many other way-of-life issues that we take for granted today.

Our hierarchical church has sided with the rich and powerful since Constantine (in 313 AD) declared Christianity to be the official religion of the state.  We went from being an underground and non-accepted religion who met below ground, in catacombs, to an openly accepted religion who met above ground, in basilicas.

Many recognize the dangers of this transition and seek detachment.  They choose to live on the fringe of Christianity instead of accepting the attachments and expectations that come with full unconscious acceptance.  They recognize that full unconscious acceptance means no criticism of the structure and the institution.  Buying into the system comes with benefits but also come with a cost.

Those who choose to live in the church but on the fringe are free to live in community, which encourages them to experience and reciprocate love.  All are welcomed.  They are better able to see beyond one issue, which helps prevent them from getting stuck and developing tunnel vision.  They, like Pope Francis, are free not to judge another person’s way of life, and to offer compassion without concern for social or moral status.

The culturally accepted Christian religion soon develops a hierarchical structure.  As it does, community disintegrates.  Worship gradually stops being a communal celebration, and devolves into the work of clerics.  The Eucharistic table no longer is a place around which the community of sisters and brothers gather, and becomes an altar of sacrifice where a priest (with his back to those who are gathered) prays for the sinful laity.  Community is lost, and the hierarchy of sacrificial offerings – to make reparation for our unworthiness – concretizes.
The emphasis switches from the way in which God relates with us, to how we placate a God who is distant and separate from us.  God relating with us frees us to recognize the image of God in ourselves and in each other, and makes community possible.  Placating a God who is distant and separate prevents us from recognizing the image of God in ourselves and in each other, and binds us to a hierarchy of comparisons and competition, worthiness and unworthiness, individual sins and individual salvation.
We are invited, by today’s Scripture readings, to wrestle with, rather than simply accept (or ignore), practices that our hierarchical church and state readily present as God’s will.  We are encouraged (by our Scripture readings) to experience God’s loving gaze that reflects the image of God dwelling within us and in each other.
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