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Mother Teresa of Calcutta was ministering in Calcutta, India among some of the neediest people on earth.  One day she entered a hovel where she could literally see the hollowness of the children's eyes and the emaciation of the parents.  It was all too apparent that they had not eaten in days.
Mother Teresa had brought the family a small portion of rice.  When she gave the rice to the mother, the mother quickly divided it into two equal parts, and then rose to leave the room.  ‘Where are you going?’ Mother Teresa asked.

The woman answered, ‘Next door to my neighbors, they too are hungry.’
The woman was a Hindu, and her neighbors were Christians.
Some products that we buy are sealed systems.  They operate wonderfully until they stop working.  Then, even if it is only one piece that stops working a new system has to be purchased.

Many of us also attempt to operate as a sealed system in which we are self-sufficient.  We, in this way, create an identity… which is a good thing.  The downside to a sealed system, however, is that we never learn to trust other people or God.  We – in the extreme case – rely only upon ourselves.

When we are living in this sealed system, we use various things to help us prove that living self-sufficiently is what God wants us to do.  We witness people living in a sealed system in today’s Gospel story from Matthew.  The Pharisees, a lay group who were very religious, are entrapped in a sealed system of their own religious fervor.  One downside to living in a sealed system is that we can’t know and receive God’s love; nor can we offer love to others.

Jesus, on the other hand, is open.  His life is transformed by the gaps that God makes in his sealed system that frees him to receive love and from that love to love.  Like the Hindu woman in our opening story, Jesus loves, not because someone is worthy of love.  He loves because he is loved.

It is a similar experience with those who are freed from Egyptian slavery (our first reading from Exodus).  Their experience of God is, because God loves them, God is with them and frees them from slavery.  This is the experience that opens them to relate with others as God relates with them.


When, however, we don’t know that we are freely loved by God, our sealed systems aren’t penetrated, and the necessary gaps that allow us to be served by God and in turn free us to be of service to others, remain sealed.  We then relate with others as the Pharisees relate with Jesus.  They see him as a blasphemer, and violence is never very far away.
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