2nd Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


01/20/2019
I was visiting with my Dad and Mom (seems like) many years ago.  It was mid-afternoon and Dad began to drift into stories of things that had happened when he and Mom were newly married. Throughout my childhood I had heard many similar stories, but the stories he told this particular afternoon were different and yet the same.  They touched on a period of time of which Dad rarely spoke, but they also included a recognized message.  Being different the stories helped fill in a part of the influences that directed my life.  Being the same the stories revealed other influences that shaped my point of view.
Stories can do this for us.  They can help us feel that we belong to a particular family.  They can connected us with what has gone before us, giving us perspective on the present and what is yet to come.  They can give us a sense of depth about ourselves.  They can help us to see that others change too and that change is not necessarily bad or to be feared.

As a family of God we share some common stories.  We read a portion of them each week when we gather to celebrate Eucharist.  Hopefully we also read them as individuals and with our immediate families.  Each story found in what we call the Bible is different and yet the same.  Each tells of an individual's and a people's approach to life with its moments of joy and moments of sadness.  Yet each also bears the same message: God loves us and dwells within us.

In the reading from the prophet, Isaiah, we hear that God refuses to let Israel's dignity remain tainted.  God tells them that their dignity is a given, can’t be taken away, and raises them to a new level, restoring them as a diadem for God.  In the Gospel of John we hear this same message but in a different way.  The concern shown by Mary and then the action taken by Jesus help us to see that, being rooted in who we are (the dwelling place of God), we care for others as God cares for us.  That is, we are like a mirror, reflecting God’s actions toward us.
It begins when we stop accusing ourselves and others.  The Scriptures reveal to us that when we accuse, we are promoting evil.  This is the only sin that the Scriptures – and Jesus in particular – acknowledges.  Unfortunately, as so often happens, the word that Jesus uses to describe what happens when we are transformed (by experiencing God’s love dwelling within us) and no longer feel the need to accuse, is translated into a word which means to repent from individual moral failures.  The internal transformation to which Jesus invites us becomes, as a result, the external getting rid of individual moral failures.
Religion, as it is presented in Jesus’ time and our time, mostly promotes external actions rather than internal transformation.   We, each of us, are invited to hear the message of transformation.  Like the ordinary water used for washing, we can experience – without our knowing how – transformation into an excellent wine.  The reluctance on the part of Jesus is also our reluctance.  But once encouraged, our resistance ebbs and the transformation takes place without any knowing about it, until others taste the difference.
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