2nd Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


01/16/2022

Many years ago my Dad, Mom and I were relaxing.  It was mid-afternoon and my Dad began to drift into stories of things that had happened when he and my Mom were newly married.  Throughout my childhood, I had heard many like stories, but the stories he told this particular afternoon were different.  They touched on a period of time of which my Dad rarely spoke, but they also included a similar message.  Being different, they helped fill in missing pieces in my understanding of the influences affecting me.  Being the same, they reaffirmed my understanding of the foundation upon which I built.


Stories can do this for us.  They can help us know that we belong to a particular family.  They can connect us with what has gone before us, giving us perspective on the present and what is yet to come.  They can give us a sense of depth about ourselves.  They can help to see that other people change and that change is not necessarily bad nor is it something that we need to fear.  Most often, we recognize that we are, like the water in today’s Gospel story from John, awaiting transformation into wine and that the transformation is already complete in God’s eyes.
    Does the water understand why or how this happens? Probably not….  Instead, the water accepts the transformation… into wine.  If only it was as easy for us.  We are not always conscious of the transformation and, as a result, continue live as though we are water.  When the water, in our Gospel story, accepts that it is wine, it is a wonderful vintage.  When we accept that God transforms us, we too radiate the glory of God.

The emphasis, then, in this story (and so much of the Scriptures) is not on orthodoxy (correct conceptual thinking) but rather on orthopraxy (correct relational living).  Jesus’ stories do not teach us ABOUT God. Jesus’ stories focus on how God relates with us, and how we relate with God.
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