2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

01/17/2016
Once upon a time there was a convent of very pious and strict nuns who only drank a bit of wine on special church holy days.  The mother superior, on these occasions, would approach each nun and as she was saying, ‘Kyrie Eleison’, she would pour wine in the nun’s mug, stopping when the ejaculation finished.

As tradition specified, she began with the eldest nun and finished with the youngest nun, each time pouring as she said, ‘Kyrie Eleison’.  Finally, she would come to her own mug.  There she would pause, raise her eyes to heaven and while pouring would sing, ‘Kyyyrrrieee Eleeeeeison’!
This is a silly example of how we can sometimes change things to better benefit ourselves.  Often, when we operate in this way, we have little tolerance for other people.  Our focus is on ourselves, and we judge others – sometimes – harshly. 
Our gospel story today from John provides us with another good example.  The Gospel writer tells us a story about Mary, Jesus, and his disciples being invited to a wedding feast.  It soon becomes apparent that the hosts have not planned well… they are running low on wine.
We don’t know if anyone else in aware of this dilemma, but the story tells us that Mary is.  She could have demonstrated a common human trait and with intolerance dismissed the hosts as incompetent, or uncaring, or lacking in some other way.  She chooses instead to help.

One of the side effects of intolerance is that we assume that we know the outcome before it happens.  Mary remains open to potential possibilities which is expressed when she says to Jesus, ‘They have no wine.’
Initially, Jesus is entrenched in intolerance, ‘Woman, how does your concern affect me?’
Mary’s next instruction – although addressed to the waiters – is meant for Jesus, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’
We can (and often do) assume that Mary knows that Jesus will learn in this moment to be more tolerant, but there is nothing in the text that indicates that he will.  He clearly states, ‘My hour has not yet come.’
The story of the wedding feast at Cana is similar to the story found in the Synoptic Gospels in which Jesus is approached by a Gentile woman who begs Jesus to heal her daughter.  Jesus, we are told, first ignores her and when he can no longer ignore her, dismisses her by telling her that she – as a Gentile – isn’t worth his time.  His intolerance, however, is met with the openness of the woman, and Jesus learns.  The narrow perspective that he has regarding his mission and ministry widens, and he begins to readily teach and heal Gentiles too.

Jesus, in both stories, is offered an opportunity to learn, by the openness – tolerance – of Mary and the Gentile woman.  His narrow perspective widens and he learns to be more open and less judgmental.  Intolerance keeps our perspective narrow, and our successes assure us that we are just and correct.  When we encounter someone who is tolerant with us, and gives us the space we need to learn, we discover that we are freer to question and sometimes doubt ourselves, to see the ways in which we have failed, to learn, and the freedom to be kind to others.
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