2nd Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


01/17/2021
There is a story about a couple of golfers, Harry and Joe, who are out on the links one Sunday morning.  After a few holes and many terrible shanks, Joe asks, ‘What’s the matter Harry? You don't seem your self today.’
‘Well, Joe,’ Harry responds, ‘I feel sort of guilty about not going to church this morning.’
‘Well,’ Joe suggests, ‘just say a prayer or something.’
‘That’s a good idea,’ Harry says.  ‘I think I'll say the Lord’s Prayer.’
‘Who are you kidding, Harry?  I'll bet you don't even know the first 10 words of the Our Father.’

‘Oh yeah?’ says Harry.  ‘How much you want to bet?’
‘Twenty bucks,’ responds Joe.

‘You're on,’ agrees Harry.

Harry starts, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep….’
‘Stop, stop,’ shouts Joe.  ‘That’s enough.  Here’s your money.’
When we are open, we are open. This makes us vulnerable to unexpected and (sometimes) unwanted events occurring in our lives.  These events happen anyway, but when we are closed or resisting, we prevent ourselves from recognizing God present in them.  The need to know before we accept is a human trait that prevents us from seeing the divine interacting with us.

When a veil prevents from knowing God dwelling within us, we tend to feel guilty about trivial matters (like Harry in our opening story), and fail to feel guilty about important matters.  We call sin, individualized actions, and fail to call sin, discrimination, policies against immigration, and the destruction of the earth.

We insist that equality and mutuality aren’t reality.  That it is blaspheme to accept that God relates with us as equals.  (This, incidentally, is the charge brought against Jesus by the religious leaders.)  It continues to be called blaspheme today.  Yet, the message of Jesus clearly states that equality with God is a reality that God desires and makes happen.  The early disciples of Jesus (like Paul) are open to hear and receive his message.  Paul, in his letter to the Philippians tells us that equality with God isn’t something that we grasp.  It is a gift indiscriminately given to us.  Jesus (and his early disciples) calls this gift, good news.
An open heart is required for us to hear and experience the good news that Jesus proclaims.  We need the support of community for us to keep fear at bay and be receptive to live with an open heart.  We can’t be receptive alone.  Fear is too overwhelming and demands that we find substitutes for the good news announced by Jesus are too great.  They are like veils that are very appealing, but also prevent us from seeing as God sees.  When they do, God – who continually desires us – seeks any opening.  God never gives up on us.  God can’t give up on us.  God is one with us, and we are one with God.
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