2nd Sunday Ordinary Time (A) 
    
01/15/2017
I received a book for Christmas entitled, The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper.  It is a story about a 69 year old man whose wife of 40 (plus) years has died (the previous year) and he is surviving by following a rigid routine.  A kindly neighbor brings him food, but more often than not he hides and pretends that he is not home when she knocks on the door.

One day, Arthur decides that it is time to give his wife, Miriam’s, clothes away.  As he begins sorting, he happens upon a heart shape box in which he finds a charm bracelet.  He is astonished.  He is sure that Miriam never showed him the bracelet and wonders why she kept it hidden.

His curiosity leads him on an adventure and breaks his routine.  Initially, he is reluctant and panics each time his routine is interrupted.  Gradually, however, he sees that he is changing… and for the good.  His adventure causes him great pain and brings great joy, causes him to feel both defeated and courageous, and re-ignites a heart that had grown cold by a life that no longer had adventure, only routine.
The familiar, the comfortable, and the routines that we follow work for us and can cause us to stop generating life.  God – repeatedly – seeks ways to pique our curiosity so that we become adventuresome.  Our curiosity pique, we forget the risks involved in venturing outside of the familiar, the comfortable, and the routines that we follow, until it is too late.  We are surprised that somehow life is once again flowing through us, and though we resist, we can’t completely stop the adventure.
Once on the adventure, we cannot determine, regulate, or completely resist God acting in and through us because we see life being generated.  It is this reality that the prophet Isaiah recognizes.  It is the experience of the prophet that God always desires more, is always reaching out further.  This is the nature of goodness: it must generate life.  ‘It is too little’ we hear God say in our first reading from Isaiah.  God continues, ‘I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’
Life being generated through us is always a risk and can cause us to be quite afraid and ache inside.  It is also exhilarating.  It is similar to the experience of some parents when they first discover that they are pregnant.  It is the experience of some teachers when the encouragement and concern shown a student begins to show signs of life.  It is the experience of an older person when openness, honesty and love results in healing and renewed life.

God’s generosity cannot be halted; nor can God’s life fail to be generated in and through us… because God who dwells within us is forever generating life.
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