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03/13/2022
Many year ago, a magazine subscriber wants to report a community event, but she does not know the telephone number of the magazine.  She calls information to get the number for Theater Arts.  The operator replies to her request, ‘Sorry, but there is nobody listed by the name of Theodore Arts.’ 

The woman corrects the operator, ‘It is not a person.  I am seeking a publication.  I want Theater Arts.’
The operator responds a little louder, ‘I told you, we have no listing for Theodore Arts in this city.’ 

By now, the woman is getting frustrated so she spells out the word, ‘T H E A T E R.’ 

The operator replies, ‘That is not the way you spell Theodore.’
We hold to be true that God is free… and God is free, but not as we understand freedom.  We accept the teaching that God can do anything God desires (which often is our definition for the word freedom).  God can take us into heaven, we think, or condemn us to hell.  God – we accept – is the most dominant force in all of creation and has power over us.  We are like the operator who insists on Theodore and closes her mind to hear any other name.  Parts of the Scriptures offer us a glimpse of God however, not as dominant but as vulnerable.
We do not like an image of a vulnerable God.  We resist it by declaring that God has the power to condemn.  We insist that certain ingredients are necessary, for example, to allow bread to become the Body of Christ, and which ingredients prevent wine from becoming the Blood of Christ.  We declare invalid a baptism, a confirmation, a wedding, the giving of forgiveness because an improper pronoun is used.  We limit who are worthy enough to receive Communion.  We resist any reference that all are welcome.  We create our identity by exclusion rather than by inclusion.
Jesus in today’s Gospel story from Luke is vulnerable, which makes him aware of the love that flows through him.  Peter, James, and John see the transfiguration that happens to Jesus, but they do not understand it as vulnerability.  They, instead, mistake the transfiguration as a sign of power and dominance in Jesus.  They understand Jesus as separate from them and as one who God blesses/likes more.  Vulnerability and weakness in Jesus do not come to mind and they shake with fear as they try to hide from one who – they think – is better than they are.
Fear is a child of power, dominance and inequality.  Love exists in the vulnerability of mutuality, equality and respect.  The disciple’s misunderstanding causes them, as a result, to fall on their faces and try to escape.  They do not know how to express in words what they have misunderstood.  They continue to live with their misunderstanding that power, dominance and inequality is God’s way of acting toward creation.  Relationship and community are unimportant when we insist upon power, dominance and inequality.

It is only after the religious and political leaders, arrest and kill Jesus and they feel completely vulnerable, hiding behind locked doors that the disciples become aware of love descending upon them.  Their awareness that their weak and vulnerable transfigures the disciples.  They relate with others as equals and accept that God loves everyone equally.  As with the disciples of Jesus the Christ, so too with us.
Any time we find ourselves feeling weak and vulnerable the possibility exists for us to recognize mutuality and equality.  This recognition leads us to remain open.  When we remain open, we experience love, which always flows without end, and flows through us.  We might misunderstand it.  We might, like the disciples, attempt to hide from it.  We might in our misunderstanding, experience fear.  In the end, we know and accept that the flowing love is who we are.
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