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Paul, on numerous occasions, declares – as he does today in our second reading from his letter to the Philippians – imitate me!  He is free – and unconcerned that he has imperfections – to invite people to imitate him because he knows that he dwells in Christ, and Christ dwells in him.  Thus, in imitating him, we will be imitating Christ!  He arrives at this conclusion (that he dwells in Christ, and Christ dwells in him) based on the encounter that he has with the Risen Christ while on his way to squash the Jewish movement called ‘The Way’.  (Those who are following ‘The Way’ are later called Christians.)

He experiences the Risen Christ expressing to him: ‘Why are you persecuting ME?’  This causes a transformation to happen in Paul that will gradually evolve over a fifteen year period, and the transformation continues to evolve for rest of his life, into experiencing Christ (divine spirit) dwelling in him (human material).

We might think that this will lead Paul to conclude that he is better than everyone.  It doesn’t.  It, instead, leads Paul to conclude that Christ (divine spirit) dwells in everyone (human material), and all of creation, but we just aren’t aware of the divine spirit (Christ) dwelling within us.  So, Paul sets out to make us aware.  He repeats that the indwelling of Christ exists in us whether or not we want the indwelling to exist.  The only thing that prevents us from knowing that the indwelling does exist in us is our minds.  Our minds continually tell us that Christ dwelling within us is impossible.
Our Gospel story from Luke looks at Christ dwelling within us from another angle.  Jesus first experiences God intimately at his baptism.  His experience is so transforming that he is driven into the desert so that he can process what he has experienced.  We heard last weekend that while he is processing his inner accuser looks to discredit his experience that God loves him intimately.

The give and take between Jesus and his inner accuser is part of each of us processing.  Our minds cannot experience love, and so they doubt and question the reality of our experience.  Love freely given doesn’t make sense.  Love experienced in this way undermines the way our minds operate because love eliminates comparisons, competitions, judgments, condemnations, and merit.  Intimate love experienced in us opens our eyes to see that God loves everyone and everything equally.
Our Gospel story today is Jesus experiencing God’s intimate love – this time – within himself.  The disciples have not experienced love in this intimate way.  They are awed and frightened, and they want to think of Jesus as better than everyone else.  Jesus tells them not to speak of what they have seen until they too have experienced Christ dwelling within themselves.  Then, they also will no longer have need of comparisons, competitions, judgments, condemnations, or merit.  The love that they have experienced coming from Jesus will evolve into an inner experience of Christ loving them from within themselves, and their lives will be transformed.

This is the Gospel message to us: experiencing the divine spirit (Christ) dwelling lovingly within us causes our lives to be transformed.  This results in our becoming aware that Christ dwells within us, and we in Christ.
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