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Leroy goes to a revival at a local church and listens intently to the preacher.  After a while, the preacher asks anyone with needs to come forward to the front and he would pray over the person.  Leroy gets in line and when it is his turn, the preacher asks, ‘Leroy, what is your need?’
Leroy replies, ‘Preacher, I need you to pray for my hearing.’
The preacher nods and puts one finger in Leroy's ear and he places his other hand on top of Leroy's head and prays and prays and prays for a miracle.  After a few minutes, the preacher removes his hands, takes a few steps back and asks, ‘Leroy, how is your hearing now?’
Leroy replies thoughtfully, ‘I don't really know Reverend.  You see, it's not until next Wednesday at noon.’

Our first reading from Genesis and our Gospel reading from Mark present us with stories that can mislead us.  Early in our development as humans we arrived at a way of thinking that sacrifice is required by God.  Certainly discipline is required in our formative years.  Discipline and sacrifice often establish necessary boundaries in which we feel safe and growth can happen.  We naturally ascribe our need for discipline and sacrifice to God.  That is, that it is God who wants our discipline and especially our sacrifice.
That is what we hear in our first reading from Genesis.  When we think that it is God who wants our discipline and sacrifice, we develop a theology of atonement.  The theology of atonement says that a payment must be made to God so that God will accept us again.  Then, everything changes, and God stops Abraham from sacrificing Isaac.  The language used tells us that God doesn’t need a sacrifice.  Abraham, however, can’t fully comprehend what God is saying, so he sacrifices an animal stilling thinking that God needs and wants sacrifice.

Our Gospel story can easily lead us to mistakenly focus on Jesus being transfigured as the focus of the reading.  An important portion of the story, however, that is usually missed is that the three disciples of Jesus experience God (the Beyond) possibly for the first time, and their experience shakes them to their core.  Their fear is the result of their accepted belief that God is distant and inaccessible.  God is to be feared and placated, not experienced as One who calls us beloved.

They leave the mountaintop however, hearing that Jesus is God’s beloved.  That is always our starting point.  The journey that follows is meant to lead us into a recognition that we all live in Christ.  Jesus is also the Christ.  When we begin to experience that we live in Christ, we hear Paul’s words echoing within us: ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?  It is God who acquits us, who will condemn?’
The need for sacrifice to placate God is gently replace with a quiet knowing that we are loved.
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