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There is a story about a woman who operates a daycare for children.  One day, as she transports some children, a fire truck zooms past.  The children are thrilled to see a Dalmatian on the front seat of the firetruck.


They begin a conversation about the duties of the dog.  One child suggests that firefighters use the dog to keep the crowds back.  Another says the Dalmatian is just for good luck.  Young Jamie, however, ends the discussion when he says, ‘They use the dog to find the hydrant!’

Jamie reminds us that we all have useful abilities.  Some of our skills are apparent. Some skills go unnoticed.  Some skills improve with exercise.  Some skills are yet to be developed.  All of us, however, can contribute, and usually in more ways than we realize.


In the 1985 film, Mask, the story of Rocky Dennis, who is born with a disease that deforms his face and it appears that he wears a mask.


One of the memorable moments of the film comes when Rocky and some of his friends visit a local amusement park and explore the fun house.   They come upon those wonderful mirrors that distort the way we look.   As Rocky gazes into the mirror, however, something very remarkable happens.  His distorted face, for the first time in his life, becomes undistorted.  As his friends stare at this image, they have a moment of recognition.  They see Rocky’s face no longer hidden by a mask.
Today’s first reading from Genesis is difficult and causes a distortion of God’s face.  Historically, we know that sacrificing the firstborn child to appease the divine was a standard practice of the tribes living in the Fertile Crescent.  We also know that people gradually evolve and the practice changes from the sacrificing of the firstborn child to animal and plant sacrifices.  Our first reading, then, speaks to this evolution.  The understanding and perspective that God needs or requires sacrifice, however, remains with us to this day.  It is an unfortunate and distorted perspective.  It undercuts an undistorted experience of God as loving and relational.

It takes a distorted mirror in the movie, Mask, for an undistorted face to appear.  Something similar happens with us.  Our distorted image of God becomes undistorted by our seeing God through our failings.  The indiscriminate love that is God clearly reveals our glory through our human weaknesses and failings.
Like the disciples of Jesus in today’s Gospel story, however, the experience is (sometimes) overwhelming and frightening.  The paradox that we see our true image (and God’s true image) only through our distortions – the masks that we wear, our shortcomings and failings, or that we project onto God – can’t be accepted all at once.  We need to live with the experience that God indiscriminately loves us (like Rocky’s friends love him) and our distortions then reveal our true image and the true image of God.
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