2nd Sunday in Lent (A)



03/08/2020
Thirty five/forty years ago a book was published with the title, Original Blessings.  It was almost immediately condemned because the book called into question the accepted theology concerning original sin: that is, we are all born in sin: i.e. separation from God.

Today’s first reading from Genesis (which is a much older story than the story about Adam and Eve being created and living in the Garden) is entirely about the original blessing that Abram/Abraham receives.  We hear: ‘I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. All the communities of the earth shall find blessing in you.’  The text speaks in the future but the implication is God’s blessings are happening in the present.  God is recognizing in Abraham God’s own self.  Imagine if we had experienced these words of blessing instead of hearing: ‘You are born in sin.’?
This doesn’t mean however, that we always consciously live in God’s blessing… which God is always giving.  It is here – in God’s blessing – that our true happiness resides.  As a very young child we develop an awareness of ourselves without a conscious awareness that happiness is a given or what happiness is.  We tend, as a result, to identify with what a personality that is humanly created by us and the environment in which we live.  Identifying with a personality limits us to seeking ways to survive by feelings of security.  Intimacy and union feel too threatening to accept.  They require openness and vulnerability.  Feelings of security must have power and control.
Developing a separate self, based on instinctual needs being satisfied, is vital for survival in early childhood.  It also leads us to search for happiness through the fulfilment of our instinctual needs, which doesn’t always happen, and this wounds us.  It prevents us from experiencing openness to intimacy and union/love and we feel frustrated by our inability to attain lasting happiness.  Our frustrations become traumatic experiences that we unconsciously suppress, and they transform into negative energy that we store in our bodies, making us feel more insecure.
Our Gospel story from Matthew offers us a glimpse of who we are.  The experience of Jesus (who is also the Christ) is not unique to him.  If we make the experience unique to him then we fail to experience God’s original blessing in us.  The story tells of the disciples also seeing Moses and Elijah who are symbolic of the human need for security found in human limitations in which intimacy and union/love cannot be accepted.  When Peter attempts to combine the limited need for security with the infinite openness of intimacy and union/love, fear overwhelms the disciples who immediately escape into unconsciousness.  The story ends where everything begins: Jesus, who experiences intimacy and union within himself, calls the disciples back into consciousness.

God never takes us to a place where we are not ready to go, and never abandon us.  God’s blessing can never be lost and always encourages us into openness.
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