Second Sunday in Easter (C) 


04/03/2016
Calvin & Hobbes, a comic strip that I enjoy, shows Calvin struggling with learning how to ride a bicycle.  His imagination (which is delightfully outrageous) sees the bicycle – much like he imagines his stuffed tiger, Hobbes – as a wild animal who intends to eat him alive.  Numerous times he returns to the house scraped and bruised.  Finally his Dad purchases ‘training wheels’ for the bicycle, and Calvin’s Mom hopes the struggle will come to an end.  Naturally, it doesn’t.  Calvin’s bicycle – in his imagination – continues to hunt him.

Most of us don’t like to struggle. We look at our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles and see a (somewhat) ideal situation, and would prefer to be there rather than in the room (in our Gospel from John) with the frightened and doubting disciples.  Yet, it is our willingness to struggle – rather than ignore or deny – that brings about the transformation that permits us to experience God’s mercy.  Practicing a willingness to struggle is a necessary element of poverty that opens us to the possibility of experiencing healing.
Most of us have been educated in a school system in which we study – essentially – to pass tests.  Education – in many ways – has become more like the game show, Jeopardy, than teaching a willingness to struggle with questions.  We also have been immersed in a church in which faith has become Catholic Catechetical Doctrine (CCD) or Religious Education rather than an invitation to journey… with all of the adventures, surprises, questions, moments when we get lost, discomforts, and inconveniences.
Learning facts, dates, doctrine, and theology is important.  One unfortunate side effect, however, is that we tend to become dependent (addicted?) to answers.  There continue to be books published, for example, that highlight the Catholic answers.  Faith, however, isn’t having the answers; it is a journey into mystery, questions, and doubts.  It isn’t a contest on who knows the most facts, who is most secure in their answers, or most free of doubts.  All these things make us rich and don’t leave room for mystery.  Faith, rather, is experiencing an insecure security that frees us to receive and offer love.
The combining of Luke’s account – in the Acts of the Apostles – with John’s account – in our Gospel – provides us a more complete picture.  The community of believers – as depicted in the Acts of the Apostles – remains encapsulated in Jerusalem until the ideal is shattered by adversity which causes the believers to scatter.  Their journeys result in others sharing in their experiences and discovering their way of life is turned up-side-down too.
Convictions and fact knowledge have their place.  The freedom to receive and offer love, however, is needed for transformation.  The former is about clarity, certitude, and stability.  The latter is about mystery, questions, doubts, and movement.  The former doesn’t permit insecurity.  The latter invites us to experience an insecure security.  The former fills us.  The latter empties us.  Both are needed, and life – if we receive and offer love – has a way of disrupting ideal situations and of pushing us to journey into mystery, questions, and doubts.
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