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The readings this weekend contrast community and non-community.  The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles gives us an example of community… ‘They held everything in common.’  That is, the focus is on the relationship that exists between people rather than on people being afraid that their individual needs will not be fulfilled.  The Gospel story from John moves from fear in which the individual needs are the primary concern to love in which the disciples – including Thomas – are free to live in the relationship that is community.

Eucharist is always a celebration of community.  Unfortunately, when obligation and sacrifice are our primary concerns, then community is lost and individual needs become the primary concern.  The celebration of community is joyful.  The need to fulfill an obligation is driven by our or others’ expectations.  And as we have heard before: expectations lead to disappointments and resentments.
Unfortunately, our church too often emphasizes membership rather than relationship.  The church emphasizes answers rather than questions.  The church emphasizes security and certitude rather than adventure and mystery.  We see that these emphases are finite and do change, but too often grudgingly.  One example would be the church’s acceptance of slavery.  It is only after many countries begin to outlaw slavery that the church begins to recognize that slavery demeans people.

We see this also in the very slow acceptance by the church that the Scriptures are not promoting scientific explanations.  It is only in the late nineteenth century, early twentieth century, for example, that the church finally accepts that creation took more than six days.  Numerous people were condemned, and some burned at the stake, because they dared to say that the sun did not revolve around the earth.
We also experience this reluctance to live in the uncertainty of community regarding who is free to receive Communion, and the way in which Communion is to be received.  Much like the disciples of Jesus, many in the church hide behind closed and locked doors… and minds.  Yet, Christ cannot be kept outside.  Christ, in the Eucharist, and every other aspect of life, visits with us.  We might not recognize him.  We might make demands to prove that it is Christ (like Thomas).  Ultimately, however, we can’t resist knowing that God in Christ is with us, because God doesn’t wait for us to come to Him, God in Christ Jesus continually comes to us.  
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