2nd Sunday of Advent (C)
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God is doing something new!  This is the message of the prophets and Jesus.  Mired in ‘same old, same old,’ it is difficult for us to hear.  This is nothing new.  Each generation struggles to break free of the unconscious influences that dominate our lives.  The influences, in turn, demand that we dominate people and the world, or – we think – people and the world will dominate us.  God continually intervenes into history to do something new.  This is the source of our hope. Great suffering and great love open us to receive the something new that God is doing. 
During the early 1990’s, Tutus attack a village in Rwanda.  It is a time of ethnic cleansing.  The attackers use machetes to kill and dismember the bodies of any who are Titse.  One of the village residents quickly realizes what is happening and sends his daughter to the house of a Tutu Protestant minister who he knows opposes the violence.  The young woman – and several others – hide in a tiny bathroom in the minister’s house for months until the French army escorts them to a safe camp.

It is during this great suffering in which she anticipates capture and a painful death that this young woman begins to change.  She suffers deeply from the knowledge that their Tutu neighbors, with whom they live and interact, have killed everyone in her family, and her suffering provides an opportunity – strangely – for transformation.  She finds herself – unexpectedly – desiring to forgive the Tutu who attacked and killed her family.  The transformation does not happen at once, but as time passes, the desire grows and with it, the natural feeling of hate transforms into forgiveness.

After order is restored the young woman returns to her village.  The Titse are now in charge and many of the Tutu people are imprisoned.  She enters the local jail to visit with the neighbor who she knows killed her family.  The jailor cannot comprehend her compassion and mercy toward the convicted Tutu.  He berates her, but cannot forget the freedom she lives.  Several years later, he happens to meet her again, and thanks her.  Her freedom to forgive – let go – opened his eyes and he saw what blaming others was doing to him.  This led to his transformation and freedom.
The Gospel writer, Luke, has John the Baptist use the words of the prophet Isaiah in today’s Gospel story, ‘The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’  The writer’s intent is clear.  He is suggesting that we do not ‘see the salvation of God,’ because we are blinded by our natural need to hold onto hurt and to blame others.  We resist opening to God who uses the dark and horrible moments in our lives to free us.  We are too busy blaming someone else, projecting onto someone else that which we resist seeing and embracing in ourselves.

We tell ourselves: ‘If only my husband/my wife would act differently; if only we could be free of these people; if only people could think the way that I think; if only I can get justice for the wrong that this person has done to me… then I would be happy.’  When we do not own or too quickly seek to rid ourselves of that which we perceive as undesirable, we projected it onto someone else.

Forgiveness is not the same as forgetting or ‘getting rid of.’  It is rather, God doing something new.  Prayer is our practicing acceptance that God uses the pain and suffering we experience in life (as well as love), to help us see God flowing through you and me… God is forever doing something new.
The something new that God does with Jesus is God shows us that God creates us as good.  That God creates us in God’s own image and likeness.  Human and divine are not separate.  They unite eternally in a never-ending relationship in which love flows freely and without resistance.
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